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Cheerleader coach accused of embezzlement
Mike Runyon
Staff writer

Jesse Reyes, the former
SCSU cheerleading squad
coach of three years, has
allegedly embezzled over
$2,100 from the squad.
SCSU cheerleaders were
planning a trip to a cheer
camp this summer in order
to go to the national competition.
Instead of going to camp,
however, they decided to

have some of the camps’
leaders come to SCSU and
teach.
Squad members said
Reyes instructed the cheerleaders to pay him directly in
the form of personal checks.
It was understood that he
would then deposit the money into his personal account
and pay the camp leaders
from the account.
“He said it would be faster if we just paid him,” Ashley DeMorett, the president

of the cheerleading squad
said.
Each cheerleader gave
Reyes a check for $189.
There are over 20 members of the cheerleading
squad and the camp cost a
little less than $3,000.
The camp directors
came to SCSU and taught as
scheduled.
Members of the cheerleading squad said they
thought everything had gone
well until they received an

invoice stating that they had
not paid the camp in full.
“We knew something
was up when we received
an invoice from the National
Cheerleaders
Association
saying that we still owed
money,” DeMorett said.
“When we confronted him
about it he told us that we
should fund raise or donate
blood in order to pay the
rest.”
The invoice said the
cheerleading squad still

owed the camp $2,100.
DeMorett said after the
squad received the invoice,
they did an investigation into
his bank account.
The investigation had
shown Reyes had allegedly
only paid the down payment
amount for the camp directors to visit SCSU.
The camp works with
the national competition so
if the cheerleaders still owe
the camp money by the time
nationals start, they will not

Professors
organize
to collect
immigrant
research

be able to compete.
“We are one of the only
organizations at St. Cloud
State that competes nationally,” said SCSU cheerleader
Christine Almeida. “And
now if we don’t find a way
to deal with this, we won’t
be able to compete at all.”
The cheerleading squad
has since replaced Reyes
with two new coaches and

•See Embezzlement/ Page 5

Jun-Kai Teoh

Panel
discusses
American
Indian
education,
history

Managing online editor

Emilie Thiessen

A group of professors
from the various departments have grouped together
to form the Research Group
on Immigrant Workers in
Minnesota (RGIWM).
Directed by Stephen
Philion, a SCSU Sociology
professor, the academic research group is currently being sponsored by the College
of Social Sciences.
Philion said the research
group also aims to have some
of the research done to be in
response to the needs of the
community.
“Because I think that’s
what we have to offer to the
community,” Philion said
“On the one hand we’re
producing is knowledge
about immigrant workers’
situation and conditions to
the faculty,” Philion said.
“We’re
also
producing
knowledge or data that’s useful for them.”
Philion said the group
does not narrow the definition of immigrant workers
to a specific group, but encompasses all immigrants
that are seeking employment
in the United States with a
broad definition.
“If you want to understand the situation of immigrants,” Philion said “one
of the best ways is to talk to
them about their work

Staff Writer

•See Research/ Page 5

Arabia.
Bassel Altarrah, is one
of those students, and he is
currently a Junior at SCSU,
majoring in accounting.
“I have been going to
school here at SCSU and
living in America for four
years now, and I always go
somewhere different for the
holidays. I don’t celebrate
the holidays with my host
family,” said Altarrah.
Altarrah said he plans on
driving to Las Vegas with
some friends to celebrate
New Year’s Eve. He said he
is excited about driving because he said it is part of the
American experience.
“I enjoy the community
in America more than the

A panel discussion was
held Tuesday in the Atwood
Little Theatre that addressed
the existence of contemporary Minnesota’s American
Indian communities and the
efforts to both preserve and
develop their cultures.
Hosted by the Director of
the Multi-Cultural Resource
Center, Darlene St. Clair,
this discussion was the last
public program to accompany the “Lewis and Clark and
the Indian Country” exhibit
in the Miller Center.
Many topics were covered in the discussion including American Indian education, resource management
and history.
Panelist Sheldon Peters
Wolfchild, a member of the
lower Sioux Indian Community, explained how he
was currently working on a
documentary to record the
forgotten history of the Mdewakanton band of Dakota in
Minnesota.
“This is the first time we
have ever told the story of
our Mdewakanton people in
Minnesota,” Wolfchild said.
“And why do we do this?
Because we need to preserve, for our children, their
identity.”
“All of us (Mdewakantons) were taken from Minnesota and dispersed over
the country after the war of
1862,” Wolfchild said. “Less
than five percent of us were
allowed to stay in Minnesota.”
Wolfchild said the remaining MdeWakantons in
Minnesota are all in Shakopee, Lower Sioux and Prairie
Island.
“We are the last Semblance of Mdewakantons
in Minnesota on these three
land bases,” Wolfchild said.
“It is very important for us
as Mdewakantons to identity
as Mdewakanton people, because if we don’t do that, we
are going to fade away in the
future and the little acreage
that we have today will be
taken away from us.”
Panelist Curt Kalk, the
Commissioner of Natural
Resources with the Mille
Lacs Band of Ojibwe, agreed
the past should not be disregarded and related this to the
preservation of natural resources.
“Today, we look at how
do we protect the resources
and the trees,” Kalk said,

•See Holidays/ Page 5

•See Panel/ Page 5

sUBMITTED PHOTO

The car SCSU students entered in the Formula Hybrd Society of Automotive Engineers contest last year.

Students create hybrid car
Marli Stewart
Asst. online editor

SCSU engineering students are working on a formula hybrid car for a national competition scheduled to
take place in May.
Five mechanical engineering students and two
electrical engineering students are working together
on the car.
The car is expected to
compete against 40 other
colleges across the United
States in the Formula Hybrid
Society of Automotive Engineers (FHSAE) contest.
The team has been designing the car since the
beginning of the semester,
taking all the dimensions,

components and materials to
analyze the car. They have
to make the prototype model
and build the actual concept.
“We probably won’t
have the most expensive car
but we will have a cheaper
model that is more economical and within our budget.
A lot is going into designing the car, we’re working
on efficiency, not on making
the most expensive or exotic
car,” Chadwick Major, team
leader for the mechanical
component.
“I haven’t been excited
about anything yet, but hopefully once things actually
start coming together it will
be better. Any senior design
project is ‘what did you get
yourself into,’ it’s all inde-

pendent study and people
don’t have a lot of time to do
that,” said Brent Swanson,
the team leader the electrical
component.
The students will run the
car through a couple of test
events including autocross,
acceleration and endurance.
The car is expected be
judged on build quality, cost,
presentation skills and reliability of the car.
“Basically a test that every factory car that GM or
Toyota manufactures goes
through before they distribute their cars to the public,”
Swanson said.
“We’re definitely not focused on winning. We just
want a reliable car that will
hopefully build a foundation

for future cars,” Swanson
said.
“Time management is the
hardest part. The amount of
work that needs to go into it
and having to talk and make
decisions to get things approved; it all takes a lot of
time,” Major said.
Major was working with
the first team four years ago.
Now that he is a senior he
said he had to organize the
team and get seniors on the
team to keep them on the
ball.
“Right now there are 14
cars in the competition. I’m
sure the number will go up
before the actual deadline

•See Car Page 5

International students celebrate holidays
Alyssa Zare
contributing Writer

The fall and winter holidays are here and many students at SCSU are finishing
up their studies, leaving their
dorms over fall and winter
break and heading home for
the holidays.
There are over 1,150 international students that attend SCSU.
They also get time off
from classes for fall and winter break for the holidays, but
many are too far away from
their homes in other countries to travel there during
breaks and holidays.
“Some students stay in
the country and some go to
places such as Canada. A
few students do go home to
their home country, but we
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have found that to be rare
with international students
here at SCSU during the
holidays, especially with the
high airline prices,” said Lori
Friedman, Director of International Student and Scholar
Services.
Friedman said some
dorms stay open during fall
and winter breaks but most
of them close.
This means the international students that stay in
those dorms must find somewhere else to go over the
breaks.
“We want to make sure
the International students
feel at home and as comfortable as possible over
the holidays so we created
programs for the holidays
that are designed for international students that they are

“I

enjoy the community in America
more than the food on the holidays.”
Bassel Altarrah
SCSU INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

encouraged to take part in,”
Friedman said.
Friedman said the Center
for International Students
aims to make international
students feel welcomed by
hosting a Thanksgiving dinner for them,
The International Student
Association put together a
program aimed to assist international students.

Fifth Avenue Live! lives
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The program is called
the Friendship program, and
it helps match students with
families.
In this program, international students may be more
fitting with their host family,
and thus, more likely to join
their host family during the
holidays.
There are about 72 international students from Saudi

Choir performs at St. Mary’s

Construction
continues on the
Fifth Avenue
Live! project in
hopes of
bringing people
to the area.
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SCSU Choir
continues the
tradition of
performing
downtown at
the St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

Senior swimmer leads
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Alisha
Blaydes leads
the SCSU
swim team
by example
and advice.
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Police investigate burglary

ST. CLOUD- A 46-year-old man is in Benton County Jail after a burglary at Nights Inn early Saturday.
The burglary was reported at 12:33 a.m. in a first-floor room at the hotel.
Officers found a broken window with glass on the sidewalk near the
room and Donn Alan Johnson, with no permanent address in the room,
according to police. Johnson now faces a possible charge of third-degree
burglary, police said.
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1

Charter school funding out of control
ST. PAUL, Minn.-Minnesota’s charter school movement that began a
national rethinking of public schooling 20 years ago, has become an outof-control financing system fueled by junk bonds, insider fees and lax oversight.
The state law prohibits charter schools from owning property, but the
schools have found legal loopholes that allow them to use millions of dollars in public money to build facilities even though the properties are in the
hands of private nonprofit corporations.
In the past decade, 18 charter schools have been built with $178 million
in junk bonds, with financing costs on some projects chewing up nearly a
quarter of the funds raised. Twelve other charter schools gone toward buying
or building facilities, and the state projects annual spending on lease aid to
reach $54 million in 2013, up from just $1.1 million in 1998.

3

5

Nation

Research discovers Lake Superior archaelogicial sites
MARQUETTE Mich.- Scientists of Northern Michigan University’s geography department completed a project of Pictured Rocks Nation Lakeshore
that found 23 new archaeological sites. The researchers have now defined the
shoreline that existed 4,500 years ago.
John Anderton, department head, said that the National Park Service effort
was designed to find cultural resources so they can be protected during future
road building and other developments.
“In the first year of the project, satellite imagery was used to identify distinct land forms, notches, ridges and barriers created by wave action, to map
the older shorelines,” Northern Michigan spokeswoman Kristi Evans wrote on
the school’s Web site. “They found that the water was 30-40 feet higher than it
is today.” According to Anderton, past researchers “might do a hundred tests
and find nothing. But one out of four of ours unearthed artifacts. That’s called
smart archaeology.”

World

2

U.S. still operating black detention camps
WASHINGTON- A U.S. military detention camp in Afghanistan is still 1. (11/22/09) Suicidal Individual, Mitchell Hall
(11/22/09) Personal Bicycle Theft, Q-Lot
holding inmates for weeks at a time without access to the International Com- 2.
3. (11/23/09) Medical (Fall), Atwood Memorial Center
mittee of the Red Cross, according to human-rights researchers and former 4. (11/24/09) Intoxicated Individual, Holes Hall
5. (10/21/09) Personal Ipod Theft, Miller Center
detainees held at the Begram Air Base.
The site is known to the inmates as a black jail because it has windowless
cells that are lit by a single light bulb 24 hours a day. They said that their
• The sport of jai alai
only human contact is at interrogations twice a day,
originated from a game played
The jail’s operation shows a tension between President Obama’s goal to by Incan priests who held cats
improve jail conditions from under the Bush administration and his desire
by their tails and swung at
to give military commanders leeway in how they operate their facilities. leather balls. The cats would
instinctively grab at the ball
Obama in January signed an order to eliminate so-called black sites run by with
their claws, thus enabling
the CIA.
players to catch them.

Who Knew?

Weird news

Man tries to steal whole ATM

BOULDER, Colo.- Authorities say a man in Colorado tried to steal an
ATM by hauling it away with a truck.
His plan did not go as he hoped because the attempted theft of the
free-standing, outdoor ATM in Boulder set off an alarm early Wednesday
morning, When police arrived at the scene, they found the ATM on its side
15 feet away from its foundation outside of a Chase Bank. No money was
taken.
Surveillance photos show a man hooking the ATM’s chain to the back
of a U-Haul truck. The truck was reported stolen and was discovered a
short distance away later that day.

This day in history
Interesting events from the past

-1886 First commercially successful AC electric power plant
opens in Buffalo, N.Y.
-1887 First indoor softball game in Chicago, Ill.
-1972 Illegal fireworks factory explodes killing 15 in Rome
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Students
Honors program
sponsors gift drive campaign

for Tibetan
independence

Jennifer Roberts
staff writer

The Honors Program of
SCSU is sponsoring its fifth
annual toy drive, known as
“Make a Child Smile.”
The Honors 100 class of
about 25 students has teamed
up with the Volunteer Connection and the Boys and
Girls Club of Central Minnesota to plan for the toy
drive.
The group has set a goal
of collecting 350 toys.
The Honors class has
been split up into four committees, including collection,
distribution party, gift-wrap
and fund raising.
Each of the committees
is led by a committee chair.
There are also two head
chairs overseeing the entire
project along with the service and leadership intern of
CSOLD, Megan Zastera.
“My part in the project is
to lead the class and let them
know what they should be
doing during each stage of
the project. They are more
implementing the project,
and I am planning what they
need to do,” Zastera said.
Each year of this event,
the goal has been raised.
This year’s goal of 350 is
50 higher than last year, and
the group hopes to far exceed
this number.
“Toys will be distributed
to children in the area who
participate in the Big Brothers Big Sisters program here
in the St. Cloud area,” Zastera
mentioned of the plan for all
donations received.
Big Brothers Big Sisters
was founded in 1904, however, the Central Minnesota
agency has only been in existence since 1969.
It is now one of 471 agencies throughout the United
States.
The Central Minnesota
agency serves the counties
of Stearns, Benton, Sherburne and Morrison and has
also been recognized as one

Anazthasya Anthony
staff writer

Emily Peterson/ staff Photographer

Gift drive collection zones have been set up inside
Atwood, Centennial Hall and residence halls.

of the top three agencies in
the country for two years in
a row by Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America.
The Honors class said it
is hoping to reach out to the
local community for donations.
This has involved advertising on several radio stations and in the St. Cloud
Times. Donation request
forms have also been sent to
local businesses.
On campus, posters
and flyers can be found in
many locations, as well as
collection boxes located in
residence halls, outside of

Atwood 139, the Administrative Services Building, the
bookstore and Centennial
Hall 216.
Toys for children ages
newborn to 16 years old are
needed.
Cash donations are also
being accepted in the Honors
Office.
The final way for students, faculty and staff to
support the project is to stop
by the kiosk located in Atwood on Nov. 30 and Dec. 2,
7 and 9. On these days, both
gifts and monetary donations
will be accepted.

Some feel throughout Tibet-China history, there have
not been well-defined times
when Tibet was independent
and when it was not.
Many Tibetans sought
asylum in neighboring countries of India and Nepal, as
well as western countries
including The United States
and Switzerland, in angry response to the Chinese occupation in 1949.
Despite the large emigration, some were insistent in
not leaving their homeland.
Tibetans are still fighting
for their independence from
China.
Students for a Free Tibet
Organization (SFT) began in
New York City and progressed
through 35 countries.
Their mission is to campaign for Tibet’s freedom as
well as “empower and train
youth as leaders in the worldwide movement for social justice.”
Mingyur Tsangsar, president of SCSU’s SFT said the
group is “partially political.”
Martin Luther King Jr.
once said, “Injustice anywhere
is a threat everywhere.”
This is what SFT adviser
Dan Wildeson quoted to those
that feel the ongoing conflict
and SFT does not concern
them because they are not involved.
SCSU’s SFT kicked off in
2005 and has had a fluctuation

in membership.
Wildeson said he thinks it
can be hard be for international students to balance school
work and run a cultural organizations.
“One thing consistent is
the interest and commitment
of SFT members to celebrate
their culture especially with
those who have not travelled,”
Wildeson said.
SFT is not a chapter under
its main organization.
An annual fee of $60 is
required and SFT is currently
unable to fund it.
While SCSU’s Tibetan
students usually come from
Nepal, some promote their
culture via other avenues.
In the past year, SFT organized a cultural night and a
cultural café.
They screened a free documentary “Cry of the Snow
Lion” which focused on Tibetan culture.
SFT sponsored a silent petition early this year.
Students commemorated
killings since March 2008
through this petition.
The group said they were
overwhelmed by the support
garnered from students and
faculty.
“Their sympathy and support made us feel appreciated and important because it
evolved from nothingness,”
Tsangsar said. “We want to
spark interest and shed light
on other countries where human rights are being compromised,” Tsangsar said.

“T

heir sympathy and support made
us feel appreciated because it evolved
from nothingness.”
Mingyur Tsangsar
PRESIDENT OF SCSU’S SFT

CALENDAR
OF

EVENTS
TODAY

• International
Film Series:
Vicky Christina
Barcelona

At 7 p.m. in Atwood
Theater, UPB presents a
film of a sexually
adventurous Christina
and her friend Vicky,
who is bright but cautious.

WEDNESDAY

• Spoken Word
Night

At 7:30 p.m.in the
Quarry will be a spoken word artist named
Kayann Comeuax, and
when she finishes, the
mic will be open for 15
minutes for signed up
students to perform.

THURSDAY
•District 9

At 8 p.m. in the the
Atwood Theatre, shows
the movie about an axtraterrestrial race forced
to live in slum-like
conditions on Earth

THURSDAY

• Atwood After
Dark

9 p.m. in Atwood with
activities such as caricature artists, massage
artists, make your own
fleece pillows, Jacob’s
ladder, and WINGO

News
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Housing project part of larger goal
Katie Lofsness
Staff writer
A series of planned developments along Fifth Avenue
are intended to make the area
more popular in the St. Cloud
community.
One of the developments
is a housing complex aimed
at college students and young
professionals.
“The purpose of the development is to get students
back into St. Cloud,” said
Brian Schoenborn, the lawyer representing the Coborn
Group, one of the partners in
the development of Fifth Avenue Live! project.
New retail stores, apartment complexes and a new
information center are all included in the design of Fifth
Avenue Live! housing complex.
Since many students live
off-campus, Schoenborn said
he hopes the retail division
and new apartment complexes will lure more students to
come and live back on-campus.
The Fifth Avenue Live!
project is expected to consist
of five main developments on
the 300 West, 200 West, 200
East and 300 East blocks of
St. Cloud.
Schoenborn said SCSU
plans on leasing the 300 West
block from the Wedum Foundation, a non-profit organization based in Alexandria,
Minn.
The rest of the blocks are
owned by private developers.
The developments are
planned to spread across
Fifth Avenue from the south
end of the SCSU campus to
the north end of Fifth Avenue
into the downtown area.
“We are connecting campus to the downtown area,
using Division Street as the
door to welcome people to
campus,” Schoenborn said.
An archway is planned
to be constructed above Fifth
Avenue and Division Street.
It is planned to serve as a
landmark for SCSU’s campus
for those that drive across the
Mississippi River.
Four of the five structures on the 300 West, 200
West, 200 East, and 300 East

blocks are expected to include
retail space on the first floor
with three stories of apartment units directly above.
Schoenborn said the retail space is intended to be
aimed towards the St. Cloud
community rather than SCSU
student.
“Not all of the retail space
is leased out yet, but we hope
by the end of the year to have
everyone in place. There are a
lot of interested businesses,”
Schoenborn said.
No developer has gone
public about what stores will
be included in Fifth Avenue
Live!” project.
Tim Meyer, owner of TK
Meyer Properties, owns three
complexes on Fifth Avenue.
“I’m excited about the
retail. It will be good for
downtown and the students,”
Meyer said.
Dan Pedersen, Director
of Residential Life at SCSU,
said he doesn’t think there
will be easy access to alcohol
in the retail space of the 300
west block.
This block is expected to
enforce SCSU’s dry campus
guidelines.
“Businesses can seek a
liquor license, but they have
to be some sort of bistro that
serves food,” Pedersen said.
“They have to meet the criteria provided by the Wedum
Foundation and a firm through
St. Cloud State.”
Because the Wedum
Foundation owns the property
and SCSU plans on leasing it,
the Wedum Foundation can
review liquor license applications and accept or reject
them based on their specific
criteria.
The apartment complexes
on the 200 west, 200 east, and
300 east blocks are expected
be open to the public.
“The rent in these three
buildings will be determined
by the market rate,” Schoenborn said.
Pedersen said the 300
west apartment complex is
“geared toward upper division students,” and potential
residents must complete two
semesters of campus living in
order to move in.
“This development increases our ability to add high
amenity, high quality housing

Run Wang/ Staff Photographer

Construction continues on the Fifth Avenue Live! housing complex located on the 300 west block of fifth
avenue. The finished building is expected to house over 450 renters.
to the St. Cloud State Campus
and we never had the opportunity before.” Pedersen said.
“This was a unique opportunity and I’m glad we got our
hands on it.”
The 300 west block housing complex is expected to
house about 453 students
with studio, two-bedroom
and four-bedroom apartments
available.
“The four-bedroom apartments will cost about $700
a month, but rent includes
all the utilities. The apartments are fully furnished with
a washer and dryer in each
unit,” Pedersen said.
SCSU is still finalizing
rent prices and negotiating
with cable providers but Meyer said he is not impressed
with the estimated prices.
“The rents there are astronomical,” Meyer said.
Meyer said he thinks most
students will want to live in
cheaper places that are still
close to the development.
Pedersen said the cost of

living in the dorms are not expected to drastically change.
The cost of living on campus traditionally increases
from one year to the next, because the cost of utilities rises
every year along with the cost
of paying staff members. Pedersen said a slight increase in
rates is normal.
Schoenborn said he thinks
the structures of the individual apartments are unlike any
other apartments along Fifth
Avenue.
“It’s an apartment inside
an apartment. Each unit has
a separate living area, bathroom, and study area for each
person. Then there’s a common area for all the people to
share,” Schoenborn said.
In addition to these amenities, Pedersen said secured
entrances, video surveillance,
three garages of underground
parking, keyless entry technology and SCSU internet
services are also expected to
be included in the price of
rent.

Pedersen said students
living on the 300 west block
development will have to
comply with the SCSU student code of conduct as well
as lease agreements.
SCSU Campus Recreation
employees will also be available in the housing complex.
Pedersen said he believes
students will comply with
guidelines and the staff like
they already do at existing
on-campus housing.
Pedersen said the apartments are expected to be
completed and ready to rent
in August 2010.
Seth Kallevig, a junior
studying English at SCSU,
said he would like to hang out
in the new area and continue
living on-campus.
“Fifth Avenue Live! is a
very good idea and I think it
will encourage students, especially upper-level students, to
live closer to campus. I also
think it will make the environment of the campus livelier,”
Kallevig said.

In addition to the apartment complex, SCSU plans
on leasing another property
from the Wedum Foundation
called the Welcome Center.
“The Welcome Center
will be the major outreach location. People will be able to
buy sweatshirts, tickets and
get information here,” Schoenborn said.
Andy Houdek, a senior
at SCSU, said he is excited
about the retail space of the
development.
“It wouldn’t make me
move, but I would spend
more time there if there was
a coffee shop added with
WiFi so I can do homework,”
Houdek said.
Schoenborn said he is encouraging students to participate and be active in the new
developments.
“It’s an exciting time to
be a St. Cloud State student.
The future is bright for St.
Cloud so students should get
involved; this is a place for
them.”
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Events to help students in job market
Staff Report

Career change
workshop
A workshop for people
seeking a career change will
is planned for Dec. 8 from
11.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m at
the Twin Cities Graduate
Center.
The Twin Cities Graduate Center is SCSU’s new
satellite campus.
The free workshop,
sponsored by the Career
Services Center, is planned
to be at the 6401 Sycamore
Court. N., near I-494 and

Bass Lake Road in Maple
Grove.
The workshop is expected to offer free resources
and panel of employers and
will be giving advice for
people planning to return to
college as well as tips for the
job market.
Three workshops are
planned for the event including: “Return to College” for people planning to
complete a degree, update
their training or to gain a
new degree, “Staying Motivated During a Challenging
Economy and Job Search”
and “Becoming a Teacher or
Going Back into Education”

for people with teaching and
non-teaching degrees.
The panel of employers is expected to offer job
search tips, resume, interviews and applications for
jobs.
Throughout the day, it is
planned that students will be
able to schedule an individual appointment to complete
a college degree or meet
with a career counselor.
Information that can be
picked up on that day include SCSU’s undergraduate and graduate programs,
academic advising, MBA
program at both SCSU and
the Graduate Center in Ma-

ple Grove, Career Resources
and financial aid.
Advanced registration
is preferred by Dec. 4, and
for more information call
320-308-2151 or email careerservices@stcloudstate.
edu

Power in
Diversity
On Jan. 29-31, 2010,
a conference is planned to
be organized at the Atwood
Memorial Center aimed at
enriching leadership skills.
A variety of workshops,
speakers and shows are

planned for the event.
The goal of the conference is to provide students
with the opportunity to acquire the required skills to
navigate both college life
and work life.
A career exploration and
diversity job fair is planned
as well. Social activities for
the three-day conference include two conference parties
featuring DJ’s from the twin
cities, a talent variety show
as well as a bowling and billiards evening event.
Early registration goes
until Jan 17, 2010.
The early registration
fee for MnSCU students

is $75 while non-MnSCU
students have to pay $95
and staff and faculty have a
$135 fee.
Late registration fees,
which begin Jan. 18, 2010
onwards, is $100, $120 and
$150 for MnSCU students,
non-MnSCU students and
staff and faculty respectively.
Breakfast, lunch and
dinner are expected to be
provided for both Friday
and Saturday.
For more information,
Harry Jackson can be contacted at 320-308-5393.

Panel
Continued from Page 1

“With that though, you
can’t just talk about the trees
and the plants and the animals with out [talking] about
our culture and our language;
they are all tied together.”
Kalk said American Indian culture demands they take
care of themselves, which
leads to taking care of the
things around them, which
in turn leads to taking care of
the people around them.
Kalk said to forget their
culture and history would
result in a breakdown of this
system and would risk the
preservation of their natural
resources.
Panelist Robert “Sonny”
Peacock from the Fond Du
Lac band of Chippewa, addressed the lack of adequate
schooling for American Indian youth and how it impacts education pertaining
to American Indian history,
culture and language.
“The school system, even
today, is still failing our children. We have a 60 percent
plus dropout rate of Native
children going through the
[public] high schools.”
Peacock said his goal
is to open more Tribal high
schools and colleges in order
to increase access to sufficient schooling for American
Indian youth.
“Tribal colleges meet a
need that is not being met
in other areas of education.”
Peacock said.
“The concept is to indigenize the curriculum,”
Peacock said. “Take the curriculum already in place that
is not really serving native
people and try to make further connections [to American Indian history and culture].”
“We have not been given
any time to know about ourselves. Tribal colleges take
that time to talk about who
we are and where we came
from,” Peacock said.
The “Lewis and Clark
and the Indian Country” is
planned to run through Dec.
11 in the Miller Center Library.

Submitted Photo

The team of engineer students have been fund raising to pay for the parts they need to make a hybrid car for this year’s contest.

Car
Continued from Page 1
in December, hopefully we have a good range
of competition with other
schools and come in the top
ten,” Major said.

time to work on the car but
you do what you can,” Swanson said. “It would help because this year the sponsors
have never heard of it before
and they might give us parts
for whole sale, but they don’t
donate it.”
The team has also been
doing some fund raising
throughout the fall to get all
the parts they need.
They have had sponsors

including: IPM, W.F. Scarince, Polaris, McNeilus,
Sells Auto Center, Ickler and
Pams Auto.
The team also plans selling raffle tickets for $4 as a
fund raiser.
There are over 100 prizes
and tickets can be picked up
in Headley Hall room 123.
Prizes include skydiving, a
$100 gift card, restaurant gift
cards and more.

food on the holidays.
I would rather have lamb,
which is not served on the
holidays here,” Altarrah
said.
Brittany Gierke, a freshman student at SCSU, was
matched with an international student from Spain and

this will be the second year
her family hasan extra seat at
the table for the holidays.
“He loves to stick around
for the holidays with our
family,” Gierke said.
Gierke said a lot of the
holidays that are celebrated
in Spain are similar to the

ones her family celebrates.
“It seems to take his mind
off of what he misses back
home, which are his family
and most of all, his friends,”
Gierke said. “We love having him join us on the fall
and winter holidays.”

situation was much harder
to deal with because Reyes
was a friend to many of the
cheerleaders.
She said that many in the
group trusted him and many
feel that they have been taken advantage of.
Reyes was a cheerleader
before becoming coach.
Reyes had been coaching the

squad for over three years
and, according to squad
members, in that time he
had befriended many of the
cheerleaders.
Almeida said the cheerleading squad had other financial problems in the past
and that makes the current
problems more frustrating.
Since the squad is not

technically a sport recognized by SCSU, they receive
no funding from SCSU and
must fund raise all the money to pay for uniforms, camp
and nationals.
“Right now we have to
share uniforms” cheerleader
Jenna Holm said. “There are
three girls sharing the same
uniform because we don’t

have money to buy new
ones.”
To compete in nationals,
the cheerleading squad has
to pay $20,000. To order
new uniforms so the squad
can compete, the team has to
raise $5,000.

nancially encourage SCSU
faculty field projects and
also to develop an internship
program that would give students the opportunity to be
involved.
“The very possibility that immigrants might
be the source of what could
potentially be the second
civil rights movement in this
country should be very much
of interest,” Philion said.
Currently,
Professors
Ajay Panicker and Paul
Greider are both collaborating with Catholic Charities
to do interviews with new
immigrants in the St. Cloud
area.
They’re trying to find out
why immigrants left, what
they are experiencing now

and to try to compare the
experiences of earlier immigrants and new immigrants.
Students can seek more
information or to get involved with this research by
contacting either Panicker or

Greider.
The research group plans
on organizing a presentation
by Nelly Ortiz on immigration on Dec. 4 at 2 p.m. in the
Atwood Theatre.

Following that, they plan
to organize a public conference as well as another
speaker presentation in the
following Spring semester.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1
situation.
DeMorett said that the

Research
Continued from Page 1

experiences.”
Instead of focusing mainly on the cultural realm of
immigrant workers and what
they face there, Philion said
the group will go beyond it
to look at how their citizenship/immigrant status and
their struggles to achieve
citizenship shape their experience in the U.S.
The faculty research
group aims to have itself established as an official Center for Research on Immigrant Workers in Minnestoa

rather than what your grades
or after school activities are,”
Swanson said.
Swanson said it is difficult to balance the time that
goes into fund raising for
the competition, building the
car and working on school
work.
He said he thinks it all
comes down to prioritizing
well.
“You don’t have a lot of

Holidays

Embezzlement

hired a lawyer to see
what they can do about the

Major said the group
built the body out of fiberglass and they have a lot of
assembling to do, so any
volunteers would be helpful,
especially from younger engineers.
“It’s a good way for them
to get a good feel for engineering and to work in that
direction,” Major said.
“Most employers are
more interested in the project

(CRIWM), to be funded by
SCSU.
Currently they are working to achieve that status in
the span of about two years,
in order to be a center or hub
that can both collect and provide information to the academic world and the community.
Some of the long term
goals of the group includes
organizing conferences to
further discuss and share
collected data on immigrant
workers, the ability to fi-

“T

he very possibility that immigrants might be the source
of what could potentially be the second civil rights movement in
this country should be very much of interest.”
Stephen Philion

SCSU SOCIOLOGY PROFESSOR AND MEMBER OF RESEARCH GROUP
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Students need to
get act together
I am not
flow at a faster
Kyle
a big fan of
and more natuStevens
online classes
ral pace.
as I have had
This syllaseveral bad exbus (Wikipedia
periences with
said that anprofessors not
other name for
being
avail“list” is “sylable, SCSU’s
labus” and that
Web site being
fits the fancy,
down at inopLatin expectaportune times
tions set above,
Opinions Editor
and third-party
so I will use
software not
that word from
being compatible with a Mac. now on) could be printed and
But I finally found the silver given to each student on the
lining in the storm front that first day of class. A professor
is the invisible ether of an on- could even utilize this interline class.
net fad and post the syllabus
Other people.
on D2L for all to peruse at
This is not directed to- their own leisure.
ward all students. In fact, I
My next step as a profeswould say that this is aimed sor would be to tell all stuat such a small percentage of dents, again, on the first day,
people that many may skip that anything that comes out
right over the remainder of of my mouth would be fair
the editorial.
game to be included on an
What do people do that exam. Whether or not it is
drives me to the point of written on the board, preimagined violence? They ask sented in a slide show or in
questions. Not in a good way, a plain-old boring lecture,
either.
the assumption would be
“What kind of calculator that anything and everything
can I use?”
could be tested.
“Do I have to buy the
Finally, as a professor, my
book?”
last recommendation would
“Can I use an older edi- be that you pay attention. The
tion of the book?”
argument that you paid to be
“Is this on the test?”
here, and you can do what you
Maybe I have forgot- want, is a valid point if you
ten what it was like to be an were the only student in that
inquisitive underclassman. class. But there are dozens, if
Maybe I’ve grown into the not hundreds of students that
curmudgeon that my mom al- paid as much or more than
ways said I’d be. In any case, you to be here.
I would like to help out the
As you and your friend
people that are annoyed by discuss who to take No. 1
the nonstop waving of hands. overall in your fantasy draft,
Not just students, but profes- the person next to you just
sors as well.
missed a key point in the lecThere are many ways to ture.
attack any given problem, but
Your ability to drink suI think I have a few solutions perhuman amounts of berry
that will work in nearly any flavored alcohol is interestclassroom situation.
ing, but a conversation for
My first recommendation another time.
for the instructors would be
For as much as it costs
to make a list of things that to attend college, one would
students will need. I would imagine that you would want
list everything from the spe- to concentrate as much as
cific book to be used to the possible.
expected attendance down
As a student, I really only
to the grading scale and, have one suggestion. Listen.
maybe, even a loose schedule
I have been through three
that would let students know colleges, thousands of classwhat would be coming next. mates and dozens of proI would even give it a fancy fessors. I would say that 90
name, perhaps in Latin.
percent of the time, everyone
Also included on the list involved does a good job of
would be a specific time to doing their job.
meet with said professor in
Are there professors that
case there are a handful of seem to be interested in evstudents that cannot, for what- erything besides teaching?
ever reason, grasp the content Sure there are.
presented to the class that
But for every instructor
day. I know professors are that gets under the skin of
busy, but even an hour or two students, there are even more
a day, set aside time to help students who get under their
those who are struggling.
skin, and draw the ire of other
This would enable class to students.
The opinions expressed on the Commentary and Opinions pages are not
necessarily those of the college, university system or student body.

Black Friday; the dark side
of American consumerism

December in
B l a c k
Megan
some sort of
Friday
is,
Junkermier
ritual that we
perhaps, the
cannot seem
saddest instito escape baftutionally crefles me.
ated holiday in
Why can’t
our culture.
I buy people
People
things as gifts
standing like
outside
of
sheep waiting
the
Christfor discounted
mas season?
crap at midI could, but
A&E Editor
night
after
if I don’t buy
stuffing their
people things
faces full of
turkey or whatnot is the sad- by cultural force, I look like
dest thing I can think of, let an asshole.
When did Black Friday
alone witness.
A few years ago, a buddy begin? According to Wikipeand I walked past Best Buy dia, it dates back to around
around 10 p.m. and saw a 1966, but gained popularity
line wrapped around the during the oughts.
Yes, this decade of rebuilding. That was strange
enough, but then I saw por- cession made a consumer
table toilets stationed there holiday of its own. This is
strange, so strange I cannot
as well.
Portable toilets outside seem to grapple with the
Best Buy. Has the whole concept.
People are buying things
world gone crazy? Am I the
only one who cares about not they can’t afford, for people
being a consumer robot for they rarely see, on a day
some people don’t even bebig business?
Apparently not. Black lieve in. This is institutional
Friday also has a counter- insanity.
The pressure to buy
holiday: National Buy Nothing Day. This is a day where things after Thanksgiving
people like me try to make a is ridiculous. Somehow, I
statement by not purchasing think one day in the future
anything on the worst day in there will be a Christmas II,
probably somewhere in June
America.
What is the appeal of or July. Why not; Hallmark
standing in the cold, wait- pretty much invented Valening for a store to open, just tine’s Day, why couldn’t they
to save a little bit of cash on make another Christmas?
an iPod that will probably The thought frightens me.
People, we need to end
be on sale after the holiday
this manic cycle every year
season?
of buying random things
Two words: gift cards.
In fact, the whole concept people will probably return.
of buying people gifts every Let us just be at home and
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What
you earn
does not
define your
success

Quote of the Day:

“A

Kimberly Kirt

ll the war-propaganda, all the screaming and lies and hatred, comes invariably from people who are not fighting.”

George Orwell
Author

Shopping after Thanksgiving should not
be a priority before family and friends

The holiday season has
many different meanings to
many different people. Some
people look forward to the
holidays, and some people
dread this time of year.
The holidays typically
mean spending lots of quality
time with family and friends,
reconnecting with people
we might have not seen in
awhile, and lots of great food
we later regret eating.
We recently kicked off
the holiday season with
Thanksgiving on Thursday,
and the start of the holiday
shopping season on Black
Friday.
It has been interesting to
see how this retail “holiday”
has changed the meaning
and traditions of the actual
Thanksgiving holiday.
Each year Black Friday
reaches a new level of insanity. Thanksgiving plans are
altered for not only people
who plan and like to shop
that day, but they are altered
for the people who work in
retail.
In the past five years,
retail stores and other businesses have opened earlier
every Black Friday.
The Albertville Outlet Mall is now known to
open stores at midnight, and
Old Navy this year actually opened on Thanksgiving
Day itself.
Other businesses besides
retail stores have also started
to open earlier, such as cof-

Kyra
Loch

Columnist

fee shops and restaurants,
and create their own Black
Friday specials.
There were customers
who actually set up tents outside of Best Buy on Thanksgiving by noon in order to
get those special advertised
deals.
The advertised sales are
now not only reserved to Friday; some businesses have
tried to carry on the craziness
all through the weekend.
If it is tradition and if
people want to get up early
to go shopping with their
friends and family, that is
fine with me.
However, I find it ridiculous that stores need to continuously open earlier each
year.
For the people who
would actually like to spend
time with their families and
friends, their time is cut short
if they need to get up and go
to work at 2:30 in the morning or if they need to work
on Thanksgiving day itself.

Another thing that baffles
me is when the people who
get up to go shopping that
early are crabby and rude to
others.
Every year it is the same
thing; every place is horribly
crowded, the lines are long,
and stores run out of their
sale items.
For people to expect any
difference in terms of crowdedness and available service
is just stupid.
For the people so set
on shopping the day after
Thanksgiving, I wonder how
they are able to celebrate the
holiday at all.
I would think that camping outside a store at noon
would cut into the football
watching, spending time
with family and eating good
food.
They would almost have
to eat their turkey and stuffing for breakfast and then go
camp out.
This retail holiday of
Black Friday is great for
sales and business in stores,
but it looks like people are
starting to forget about the
actual holiday of Thanksgiving.
I hope people keep in
mind the important aspects
to the holidays, and not focus
so much on the materialistic
and trivial things that come
along with the season.

Holiday meaning lost among shopping frenzie
People already complain
that there is never enough time
in a day. It is one of the most
common clichés among the
complaints in the world. In addition to this, people say that
time goes too fast and it’s hard
to enjoy it because “time flies
when you’re having fun.”
People are too busy thinking about Christmas when it is
Thanksgiving, making it hard
to be thankful when you’re
busy thinking of tinsel and
toys.
Well, there are the ways
of the department stores and
other aspects of the shopping
world in which people fall into
the system of purchasing items
and filling themselves with
materialism instead of appreciating the holiday for what it
is worth.
Online crazes matched with
Black Friday induce a trendy
chaos sending people into an
obsession of what exactly their
friends and family want to unwrap on Christmas morning,
instead of putting the thought
of giving into the picture.
Children who make Christmas lists are basically promoted to focus on getting a gift
instead of giving one.
They are the ones treated to
stockings and candy all through
their young life and that leading to them getting whatever
they want cannot be good.
Also, they are so focused
on their presents that they don’t
see the holiday for what it truly
should be about: spending time

Megan
Junkermier

A&E Editor

with their families and friends
and appreciating their time together. Parents who feed their
children the ideas that presents
come first are only hurting this
situation as well.
Presents are supposed to
accompany the holiday by
bringing cheer and smiles to
those around you, not to cause
children to slip into temper
tantrums if the Hot Wheels
car or Barbie doll they desired
was out-of-stock at the nearest
Toys R Us.
At the beginning of November, Christmas items are
already flooding the stores.
Presents are a way to thank
people for who they are or what
impact they have on your life.
But, people become focused on buying the right thing
instead of putting genuine
thought into who the person
is and thinking of a creative
way – even if it is making a
card instead of buying one – to
send appreciation to those they
love.
The credit card companies

are thrilled because through
this one-month span while
people are preparing for Christmas, people’s cards have been
swiped so many times that it
has the recycling center upset
because they have to make replacement cards.
And, by the time that
Thanksgiving is over, Christmas decorations have already
been flourishing Targets all
over America for almost a
month.
Talk about not wasting any
time. It is hard for people to
latch onto the idea of “living”
instead of “life passing you by”
when they are so busy focusing
on the next holiday while the
other one is still occurring.
Some may say that it is
far better for the economy for
these Christmas items to already be placed in the stores,
but it only pushes people to be
less focused on the real reason
for holidays, which is spending
time with the people that are
important and do the activities
that are enjoyable.
It is well known that people
now like to complain instead of
fixing a problem, and instead
of people slowing down and
really experiencing the joys of
each holiday, they are rushing
through to the next.
Maybe people would get
more out of their holidays and
time together if they slowed
down, spent time with the people they love, and really experienced the joys of Christmas.

Have an Opinion? Three Ways to Get Your Letters Published..................
M ail

Letters to the Editor
13 Stewart Hall
St. Cloud State University
St. Cloud, MN 56301

E-M ail

ChronicleOpinions@yahoo.com

W eb

http://www.universitychronicle.com

We welcome your responses to topics of current
debate or interest. Submissions must include the
writer’s full name, telephone number and signature, along with either the home address or major
and year. We typically do not print letters longer
then 400 words.
We typically don’t publish product or performance
endorsements, libelous statements or submissions
containing factual errors.
Questions/comments? Call (320) 308 - 4086

Columnist

In recent months, I have
been constantly trying to
find an answer to this seemingly simple question: What
defines success?
Being that I am only a
mere six months away from
graduating should put me in
an automatic frenzy to become everything that society
deems successful. But how
can one possibly define success, anyway?
Had you asked me this
question four years ago
when I entered college, I
would have defined success
as what a great portion of society currently does: Having
a high-paying job, earning
multiple degrees, being the
chairperson of some highranking committee, driving
the best looking car—or at
least just being able to pay
the bills.
If I have learned anything
at SCSU during my college
career, it is this: Success is
not defined by how much
money you have, the amount
of education you seek out,
or the number of people that
dub you as “successful.”
Instead, success should
be a personal experience
through which we gather
both our strengths and our
weaknesses to find a larger
purpose that will eventually
lead us to our own happiness.
This can easily be obtained with or without a
degree, though every college professor and dean on
this planet will likely argue
against me.
Do I regret attending college? Not in the least. But the
lessons I have learned that
were most important were
not academic or scholarly;
indeed, the only part school
has played in my success is
the experiences to enhance
my own personal well-being.
The people I met, the
places I went, the courage
to become the person I truly
felt I was—all of this has
had more of an impact on
my definition of success than
any paper I have ever written or any “A” I have ever
received.
For me, college was a
necessary stepping stone to
get to where I needed to be
in order to contribute to my
own personal growth, but it
was the environment of college that brought me here,
not the concept.
Around this time of year,
I witness so many students
stressing out over finals, registration and graduation.
While it is never a bad
idea to plan ahead, I’m afraid
many people forget that there
is more to life than your GPA
and the annual salary you expect to make in your anticipated career.
Check yourself as a person. Resilience and determination play the strongest role
in building strong character;
if you have both traits, you
are capable of achieving
anything, whether your GRE
scores are indicative of that
or not.
Education is useful, and
money is comforting, but in
the end, assets can make you
neither happy, nor successful.
The most successful
people are those who have
lost everything, because they
have more to gain.
I no longer spend my
days trying to conform to
our society’s definition of
success, because I now realize that after four years of
competing to rise to the top, I
finally see that I had already
reached the top long ago.
It was the resilience and
the determination in me that
led me to the goal I had desired to achieve my entire
life: Happiness.
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Keep your food
local; go organic
Katherine Wood
Contributing Writer

Walking into a modern supermarket is like walking into
a fairytale. Everything is perfect, pleasant and anything is
possible. The aisles are filled
with brightly colored boxes,
cans and produce arranged
like soldiers ready to attack
your taste buds.
Seasons do not exist, food
does not spoil, and a fourth of
all products sold in the supermarket are made of corn.
In the produce and dairy
sections, literary geniuses
have created idyllic stories
describing the food’s origins.
People are comforted by
the scenes of family farms,
and happy cows. “Oh yes, my
food came from a sustainable
farmer, it says so right on the
packaging.”
Michael Pollan, author of
“The Omnivore’s Dilemma”
terms this literary genre “supermarket pastoral.”
But what the average consumer does not know is the
food industry is intentionally
taking advantage of the naïve
consumer. The modern supermarket represents something
much more dark and sinister.
The truth is, most of the
cows we think are spending
their days grazing on grass in
the pasture are actually living
in concentrated animal feeding operations, or CAFOs.
The Environmental Protections Agency describes
CAFOs as areas where “animals are kept and raised
in confined areas. CAFOs
congregate animals in small
spaces, living and eating in
their own urine and manure.
Feed is brought to the animals
rather than the animals grazing in the fields”.
CAFOs raise cows to eat
corn, something they naturally never eat. Cows naturally
eat grass, because cows are
ruminants, unlike most animals they can digest grass.
But Americans love that
rich, marbling effect the corn
produces in our New York
strip steak.
The U.S. government subsidizes corn, creating a giant
pile that must be consumed,
so let’s give it to the cows.
In recent years, the truth
behind the food industries’
behavior has been brought to

the table, with investigative
journalists Michael Pollan,
and Eric Schlosser putting
these subjects in print.
The two recently produced a feature film, “Food
Inc.” where the food industries’ activities are clearly laid
out on the big screen. Anyone
who watches “Food Inc.” will
rethink eating that next 38
ingredient fast food chicken
nugget.
Along with literature, different food trends and movements are becoming popular.
Organic food can now be
found at Whole Foods and
at industrial giants like WalMart.
The organic movement
started in the 1960s, and focused on producing food at a
non industrial level, as well as
cutting down on the distance
food travels.
Most organic fruits and
vegetables now begin their
journey at two enormous
organic farms, either Earthbound or Cascadian Farms
and travel many miles to
reach the dinner plate.
A more recent trend
is eating locally. The local
movement encourages people
to eat food seasonally, and eat
only food that can be found
within a varying number of
miles.
Tracy Ore, professor of
Sociology at St. Cloud State
University has been eating locally for many years now. Ore
said she has not had a banana
in at least five years, because
bananas are not grown in
Minnesota.
Ore is responsible for
starting the Community Garden at St. Cloud State University. The garden produces
organic produce which is sold
at the SCSU Farmer’s Market,
donated to food shelves, as
well taken by the volunteers
working in the garden.
The food industry has an
image problem, and the consumers believe the deceptive
image. People research what
school to attend, and what
doctor cares for them when
they are sick, but not much attention is made to what goes
into our bodies.
It is time people lifted the
veil, and became conscious
about what exactly they are
consuming.
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Despite diverse
beliefs, we are in this
world together
Lwando Scott
Columnist

We live in the most complex time in history.
We live in a world filled
with tragedy, poverty, beauty, uncertainty, monetary
riches, religious fundamentalism, advanced technological development and extreme
violence.
This complicated world
we live in is a consequence
of human activity.
We are multifaceted animals who have trouble understanding each other.
We currently function in
systems (family, economy,
religion, education, political
system) that were created
centuries before we were
born.
Often we are told that
these systems are unquestionable, that they have “always been there.”
We live in a messy world
that is filled with much perplexity, with all kinds of
social phenomenon that we
can’t explain.
There are things about
life that are hard to grasp,
like where do humans come
from or what is the meaning
of life?
There are of course a
number of theories that propose the answer to these
questions.
Some are religious, that
we are created by God and
we are descendents of Adam
and Eve.
Another theory is that of
evolution, which refers to
the changes in the genetic
material of a population of
biological organisms over
time, which means in a nut
shell we were apes once and
evolved into full human beings.
In fact scientists believe
that “we are still in the ape
family (hominidae) in nearly
every way we are still intrinsically connected to the other
great apes.”

There’s also a theory
on the forming of the earth,
called the Big Bang Theory,
which is “the idea that the
Universe has expanded from
a primordial hot and dense
initial condition at some finite time in the past”.
It is clear that no one has
the definite answer to where
we come from or what life
is, although every group believes that they are right in
whatever it is that they believe.
People feel so right
about their beliefs that they
are willing to die for them,
which is another conundrum
on its own, that people are
willing to die for non-proven
“beliefs.”
The one thing all human
beings have in common is
that we are all struggling
with conceptualizing life.
There is so much uncertainty with the origin of
mankind that it makes people nervous, especially when
they start to think about
death.
We often want to make
things black and white in
order to have someone be
wrong and ourselves right.
We are very critical of
contradiction, but it’s at the
center of what we are.
Human beings are a convoluted contradictory mess.
People latch on to religion because it can provide
them with a solution to the
gigantic question of the
meaning of life.
Karl Marx once said that
“religion is the impotence of
the human mind to deal with
occurrences it cannot understand.”
There are many things
that cannot be explained in
this life that cause many of
us discomfort on different
levels.
What will ease our discomfort is the acknowledgement that life is not black
and white, it’s not simple,
it’s not always clear, and being frightened is also part of

it.

Once you acknowledge
that the world is a mountain
of gray that you have no control over, where you have to
expand your horizons in order to be able to better grasp
someone else’s reality, only
then will bizarre things start
making sense.
We will never be able to
get pass injustice and discrimination and all kinds of
social ills if we do not let go
of the “beliefs” we have of
each other.
We need to accept that
we all have our own perceptions of reality, and that our
reality is not necessarily the
reality of our neighbors.
We need to fully understand that life does not come
with an instruction manual.
That no matter what any
preacher preaches, or scientist concludes, at the end of
the day no one alive knows
exactly what happens to us or
our “spirits” when we die.
What we do know, and
what we have influence over
is the quality of life for people while they are alive.
We should accept people
with their eccentricities and
provide the best possible life
for everyone while they are
still breathing.
We could all learn from
one of the core values of the
British identity, which emphasizes that, “We should
all tolerate eccentricity in
others, almost to the point of
lunacy, provided no else is
harmed.”
At the end of the day
whether we are black,
white, Hispanic, gay, lesbian, straight, transgendered,
woman or man, disabled,
Jew, gentile, Christian, Muslim or Atheist, we should all
remember that we are in this
together.
We are all struggling to
make meaning out of this
thing called life and no one,
absolutely no one has the
perfect answer.
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Vampire
movies suck
Jun-Kai Teoh
Managing/Online editor

What is with the vampire
craze going on?
Just off the top of my head
I can think of a few, there’s
“Twilight,” “New Moon,”
“Vampire’s Assistant,” “Lesbian Vampire Killers” and
“Against the Dark.”
And then there’s “True
Blood” and “Vampire Diaries,” both based off books of
the vampire/horror genre.
I have to admit this, as
a kid I enjoyed vampire fiction quite a lot. In fact, I read
the L.J. Smith “Nightworld”
and “Vampire Diaries” series
when I was a kid, as well as
“Sookie Stackhouse” series
after that (no, I despise “Twilight” with every inch and fibre of my soul).
But that’s all really beside the point.
What’s bugging me is the
sudden onslaught of vampire
based movies and TV series
that we’re being subjected
to.
The pleasure that used to
be “Oh! A vampire movie!”
has turned into an unbearable
groan of pain and torture of
“F-, another one?”
And really, what’s with
the “Twilight” series?
Am I the only one sick
and tired of all the “Twilight”
fanboys and fangirls?
I sincerely doubt that I’m
the only one that feels “Twilight” is a ridiculously overhyped series of fiction that
deserves as much praise as a
pervert jerking off in front of
a chastity club meeting.
The sheer “Mary Sue/
Gary Stu”-ness of the characters is just absolutely despicable.
And vampires that glitter? Really? Vampires that
bleed glitter in the sunlight?
“Twilight” is overhyped,
plain and simple as that. If
you enjoy it, well fine, just
don’t make it sound like the
second coming of Jesus.
And as much as I enjoyed
“Sookie Stackhouse” series
and “Vampire Diaries” as a
kid, really the books were
just kid-fiction that deserve
as much air time as R2D2 in
a “Star Trek” movie.
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Choral music features ‘Cloudburst’
Meaghan Block
asst. a & e editor

The “Music at St. Mary’s”
choral concert tradition was
continued this past Sunday with performances by
four choirs, a guest organist
and the crashing, smashing
sounds of thunder and lighting, courtesy of the Percussion Ensemble.
“It’s a tradition that began before I arrived,” Matthew Ferrell, Interim Director of Choral Activities at
SCSU, said. “We have several other concerts on campus,
but occasionally it is nice to

have choral concerts in more
acoustically vibrant spaces.”
Churches have long been
used as houses for great
choirs.
The acoustics of churches are often spectacular for
sound, their high vaulted
ceilings make them popular places for concerts, St.
Mary’s is no different.
The signature SCSU
event, “Music at St. Mary’s”
was Sunday at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, in downtown St.
Cloud.
The concert opened with
“O Clap Your Hands,” by
the English composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams.

Accompanied by organist Charles Echols, a faculty
emeritus with more than a
quarter-century of experience playing the St. Mary’s
pipe organ.
Among the contemporary performances was Eric
Whitacre’s “Cloudburst” and
Sydney Guillaume’s “Twa
Tanbou.”
“Cloudburst” featured a
collaboration with the university’s Percussion Ensemble.
Vocalists sang, spoke and
suggested rain with finger
snapping and hand clapping.
While the percussionists
delivered the thunder and

lightning with bass drums,
wind chimes, bells and a
thunder sheet (a thin metal
sheet that when shook creates a thunder-like sound.)
“The combined effect is
ethereal,” Ferrell said.
“Cloudburst” garnered a
2007 Grammy nomination
for Whitacre, who was 22 at
the time he wrote it.
“Twa Tanbou,” is a Haitian tune that was preformed
in the native dialect.
Sung in four parts at a
breakneck pace, it leaves audiences breathless.
“A performance we did
of Twa Tanbou, at the Oct.
9 Alumni Awards earned us

a standing ovation,” Ferrell
said.
Classical numbers on
the program included “Cantate Domino” by Heinrich
Schutz and “Zum Schluss”
by Johannes Brahms.
The four choirs who preformed were the St. Cloud
Concert Choir, the Chamber
Choir, the Women’s Choir
and the Men’s Choir.
Ferrell conducted the
Concert and Chamber choirs
during the event.
While Mary Jo Bot, adjunct instructor, conducted
the Women’s Choir.
Mark Potvin, a graduate
student at SCSU, conducted

the Men’s choir.
The Percussion Ensemble is directed by Terry Vermillion, Chairperson in the
Music Department.
A portion of the ticket
proceeds go toward the
scholarships for SCSU music students.
The SCSU Music Department has 18 full-time and
eight part-time faculty teaching around 140 undergraduate and graduate students.
For more information,
contact the department’s office at 320-308-3223.

Beatrice Chung / staff photographer

The “Music at St. Mary’s” concert featured a variety of different songs including “Cloudburst” which features the choir adding a variety of musical touches
along with the singing, such as snapping their fingers.

Dreams and nightmares
ink together in indie film
Mike Runyon
film review
“Ink” boils the elements
of intense action scenes, a plot
that will keep you guessing and
unique characters into a stew of
movie deliciousness.
With a crew of unknown
actors, an off the radar director,
and independent distribution,
“Ink” delivers a moving, explosive ride that will leave viewers
guessing, and more importantly
caring, about what will happen
to the characters.
Ink starts off with a crash as
John, the main character played
by Chris Kelley, is involved in a
horrible car accident.
The screen goes blank and
time stops and a younger John is
playing with his young daughter Emma, played by Quinn
Hetcher.
Emma asks a reluctant John
to build a mote to stop a pretend
monster from attacking her.
John eventually complies
and saves her from her pretend
monster.
It’s night-time and the characters are falling asleep.
Outside, flickers of light
appear sporadically and people
jump out of thin and air and into
the street.
They walk slowly into each
house and touch the sleepers’
foreheads, filling their slumber
with good dreams.
More sinister characters
suck the light from the street
lamps and appear in the streets.
They enter the dreamers’
houses and fill their dreams
with nightmares.
A man cloaked in black
with chains slowly walks into
Emma’s room and wakes her.
After engaging in a massive
fight with the good dream givers, he abducts Emma and disappears into nothingness.
Time line shifts are prevalent throughout the movie and
paint a nonlinear, dreamlike
picture.
Usually, time line shifts like
this can lead to a frustrating
movie.

The actors magnificent portrayal of the characters forces
the audience to care about what
will happen next.
Each character is uniquely
written.
There are no big name actors in this movie, but the performances they give are spot on
and engaging.
There is a blind man who is
a pathfinder, a warrior woman,
and a man who is cloaked, literally, in shame.
The visuals are another engaging element in this movie.
Most events in the movie
take place in an alternate universe.
This dreamworld relies
heavily on lighting to project a
feeling of unreality.
The characters outfits amplify their purpose.
The main antagonist is
cloaked in black, carrying
chains.
The outfit represents the

character, as he is cloaked and
chained in shame and guilt.
The lighting also helps transition many scenes, adding fluidity to the story.
“Ink” was released on DVD
on November 10. Although it
wasn’t released in theaters, it
was shared on peer to peer networks.
On the day of it’s release,
“Ink” was downloaded 400,000
times.
This exposure lead “Ink” to
rise to number 14 on IMDBs’
moviescope. Wanins, the director, said that the pirating is a
double edged sword for him in
many interviews.
He said that he sees those
who download the movie as
fans gained, but he was unsure
whether or not that would lead
to actual sales of the DVD.
“Ink” was released online
through many official formats,
including Netflix, iTunes and
Blockbuster.

Photo courtesy of cheekopek.com

Leona Lewis’ new album, Echo, has shown progress from her previous one.

Leona Lewis’
talent echos
Jian You Hoe
album review

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIDNIGHTSHOWING.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM

“Ink” is available exclusively through online format.

Leona Lewis definitely set
the bar this year for R&B artists. Her latest album Echo is
no doubt one of the best R&B
album’s of 2009.
She was introduced to the
music scene after winning the
British talent show The X Factor. Later, with her success of
her first album Spirit, she has
een compared to other R&B
artist’s such as Alicia Keys and
Mariah Carey.
Now she is back with her
latest album “Echo.”
The album gave a stronger personal feeling compared
to her first album and with the
song “Happy,” she proves it.
The song describes dreaming of doing something you
really love even though it may
hurt yourself or not getting any
support from your family and
friends.
It could also be closely related to a personal love story

that was portrayed in her music
video. The song no doubt gives
a strong motivation to do thing
really passionate for ones life.
“Lost then Found,” which
she collaborated with OneRepublic is another interesting
song to listen to off the album.
With two powerful voices from
herself and OneRepublic lead
singer Ryan Tedder in the tracks
surely makes the track stand
out.
The title alluded to her
wishing her previous love and
memory to be shared with her
love ones and that it would be
found again in the future.
My first impression of the
song “Naked” is surely contains
explicit lyrics, after listening
to it, they are clearly rated accurately.
The song is a carefree song
with less emotional moments
compared to her other songs.
This song describes her
daily life before becoming an
artist, for instance working in a
9 to 5 job experience.

Without hesitation, “Broken” is the saddest song she has
in the album.
She managed to sing it with
her heart and soul it is definitely
a magnificent improvement in
her career.
The song was accompanied
with grand sounds that set the
song apart from the other’s on
her album.
It is also noted that all X
factors winner will also add a
flavor of cover songs in the album and this album is not an
exception to it.
“Stop Crying Your Heart
Out,” originally sang by Oasis was a cover song in Leona
Lewis this album. She added her
own musical touch to the song,
though it resembled the original
version.
This album is an improvement compared to the last and
she has grown from a British
artist to an international artist.
With the progress she has
been making, her talent and
popularity will echo for awhile.
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Mario has
success in
his D.N.A.
Jian You Hoe
Album review

photo courtesy of entertainmentwallpaper.com

“Ninja Assassin” features the main character, Raizo, who is played by Rain.

When it rains, it pours
Meaghan Block
film review

Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan,
Jet Lee. Better take cover,
and move out of the way for
Rain, because its pouring.
Rain is the Kung-fu star
of the new movie “Ninja
Assassin,” that was released
Wednesday.
Rain is from South Korea,
and he is actually a dancer,
but meeting him when he’s
had a bad day is not something that sounds like fun.
This movie was very action packed but it still had a
good plot, regardless.
Although those with
weak stomachs are strongly
cautioned, quoting Timmy

from Jurassic Park “so much
blood.” Though it is fake
blood, there is still a lot of
it.
The plot line runs as
such, there are secret clans
of Ninja’s who will work for
the equivalent of 100 pounds
of gold about 1.5 million in
today’s market.
In the movie the ninjas
are after Mika because she
has found out about them.
She also discovered
about their stealing children
and turning them into assassins who are then sent on
missions to assassinate those
who are marked.
Once Mika finds out she
has become marked, and the
Ninjas descend.
But, Raizo who has bro-

ken out of broken out of
the “family” saves her, he
watched as the woman he
fell in love with in the “Ninja
Factory” killed because she
ran away.
So he made a vow to kill
his “father”(he is called the
father because he considers
the children he forms into
Ninjas to be his children,)
and he needs Mika to help
him to accomplish this.
Once the Ninjas find out
that Mika knows they mark
her for death, but Raizo saves
her then they go on what one
could describe as an action
packed adventure.
The Ninja’s are never
far behind, Raizo explains
that they have their scent,
and Mika asks “like dogs?”

and Raizo answers, “no, like
wolves.”
There’s no need to worry
about not taking breaks during this movie or losing an
attention span because the
screen will not have changed
much during a break.
There will still be Ninja stars and swords flying
through the air just like the
last time the screen was
checked.
But be sure to look closely or the Ninjas themselves
will go unnoticed, because
they melt into the shadows.
That’s the only thing that
could be missed.
Because, Ninjas are the
hardest warriors to spot. So
always keep one eye open;
they could be anywhere.

It’s about time a good
R&B album is being put out
on the music store shelves
and the new Mario album
titled “D.N.A.” just managed
to do it.
Mario started his music
career when he met Clive
Davis.
Since then, he has released three albums and now
has released his fourth album
“D.N.A.”
This album is particularly
different from his previous
albums, with a little fresh
style and keeping his R&B
roots on the music game.
“Break up” is a track for
the younger generations that
just want to have fun.
It is based on a similar
lyric concepts of R. Kelly
“I’m a Flirt” having similar
singing and rap vocals. The
song has a groove or dance
feeling to it.
Another meaningful song
is “Thinkin’ about you.” It
contains more complicated
music creation compared to
Break Up.
The song is based on an
experience after breaking up
with a woman, he wanted to
be with her again and that’s
what this song is about.
Drum rolls and cymbals sounds on the phrase
“Thinkin about you” give a
strong emphasis to it.
The album also shows a
more personal and private
side of him, as he exposes
personal beliefs, stories and
a portion of his life’s tales in
the songs.
“Soundtrack to My Broken Heart” shows this exactly and is dedicated to his past
girlfriends or loves.
“Crying Out for Me” also
has a morose effect.
With a sad, somber voice
and defnite depressing lyrics,
it is surely one of his songs

to weep to on the record.
He also mentions a friend
in the song that used to be his
best friend and lover.
It is one of his most realistic and personal records
yet.
The song started with a
strong speaking beat and a
good musical melody.
The record also projects
strong and powerful beats
that fuse with electro music.
For instance, “Get Out”
contains strong Euro music with a good sense of an
R&B beat.
It is definitely a new venture to other music genre to
have that stylistic aspect put
into the tune.
If guitar strums with
slow-jam beat are a favorite,
“I Choose You” will surely
satisfy music hunger.
It is accompanied with
strong and soulful vocals
from Mario and steady guitar strums.
The album presents a new
level of R&B music.
Mario is able to be loyal
to his R&B music while also
pleasing the younger generation with fresh and new music.
Mario showed that it is
possible to adapt and change
to popularity amongst his
fans and potential ones.
It is not enough to simply have a mediocre voice
and to combine a solid voice
with the ability to change
style and rhythm is a positive
change.
This album does not
have explicit content such as
sexually vulgar content that
is usually present in R&B
albums.
Originality and success seems to be in Mario’s
D.N.A.
This album is recommended to those who are interested in adopting a newer
sense of adaptation in the
R&B world.

Infinity’s decision
wards off serious
computer gamers
Jun-Kai Teoh
game column
photo courtesy of imgsrv.z104.com

Trey Songz’s album “Ready” contains a variety of offensive material.

The ‘songz’ that
shouldn’t be sung
Jian You Hoe
Album review
Trey Songz album, Ready
is a 100 percent disgrace to the
R&B music genre.
It should be punished under
a law of some kind in the musical world.
The song titled “LOL Smiley Face” has no direction whatsoever.
It is unclear just what he is
singing about.
The lyrics are shallow and
weak while the music production has the word beginner written all over it.
The song is collaborated
with novice rapper Soulja Boy
Tell ’Em who is responsible for
the popular but low-end single
“Crank That.”
Another song, which has a
sense of disgust to it is “I Invented Sex.”
The singer must think is is
some sort of sexual god. After
hearing it, he just sounds like a
maniac.
With a combine effort from
rapper Drake who invented
“Best I Ever Had.” It definitely
spells disaster in the album.

The music video is totally
useless and pointless. It just
shows him and another girl in
the bed and nothing else.
And thinking disaster had
just ended, how wrong that train
of thought was.
Contributing to the disaster
is “Say Ahh” and “Ready to
Make Luv.”
These songs are based on
the same theme as “I Invented
Sex.”
Trey Songz should also be
charged with plagiarism in his
criminal record history.
“I Need a Girl” is just the
evidence that was needed.
The guitar strumming patterns are just exactly the same
with an old 80’s R&B song.
It is just another duplication of old records and trying to
make it a success in today mainstream music charts.
Most introduction songs
give a good, positive image to
the album, but the intro song
“Panty Droppin” did just the
opposite.
Not only it is disrespectful
towards the opposite sex but
also promoting male dominance
over female in the society.

Money is an important necessity according to his next
song “Successful.”
The song is based on that
life is all about money, material
things and women.
Moral values, faith, culture
and many more positive aspects
of life are not that important.
Overall the album performs
badly.
Theme and objectives of the
album is narrow and limited. It
only discusses about being rich
and sex issues.
Besides that, Trey Songz did
not perform well and the musical value is not decent either.
It is hard to believe the album is going to be nominated in
the Grammy Awards in the category of R&B genre.
Last but not least, the album
definitely promotes violence
against women and many other
negative social issues such as
prostrating women as sex objects.
No wonder, violence against
women cases are still at large in
today society.
It is all thanks to this type
of album.

Infinity Ward’s decision
to remove dedicated server
support for the PC on their
latest hit-title “Modern Warfare 2” was ridiculous. They
decided to replace it with
what they called the InfinityWardNet (IWNet).
It was an unnecessary
move that made little sense
to PC gamers, and severely
limited the multiplayer aspect of the game.
The removal of dedicated
servers is, at the very least,
a tight slap to the PC gaming community, which in the
past has been used to having
the ability to access to console commands and hosting
servers locally to lessen the
lag of the game.
Dedicated servers is not
a new concept that just recently appeared in the market, it’s something that has
been offered and supported
at the very least since 1998
with Counter Strike, probably even further back.
It allows gamers to essentially set up custom rules
and host clan-matches for
hardcore gamers.
I spoke about the online
elitist community in my last
column.
I wrote about how they
could be immature, racist
and destructive spawns of
Hell that was sent forth to
plague online games.
What gamers did to
counter this was that clans
were born.
Clans were essentially
a group of gamers working

towards the same gaming
goal.
Clans range from competitive, bureaucratic groups
to simple and casual groups.
Dedicated servers allowed such clans to have
their own servers and rules.
Clans could ban a gamer
permanently if they failed
to abide by the server rules,
which many times required
that players be polite to each
other.
With that being removed,
chances are PC gamers will
be forced to play with namecalling elitists and nothing
can be done about it, except
quitting the game itself.
With IWNet, the multiplayer experience has been
kicked in the crotch, to say
the least.
This IWNet fiasco that
they decided to implement
has severe side effects too,
such as the limiting of players from 64 to a maximum of
16.
The Call of Duty series
has, as far as I can remember, always been an intense
war game.
The sheer amount of
players always made the
game a chaotic, frantic and
addictive shootout.
True, severs are not always packed with 64 players, but it is the freedom of
having up to 64 that made
the game so intense.
Servers could set their
own manual limit, kick and
ban players that were rude
and such.
With this IWNet joke,
gone are the days where 64
players go headlong against
each other trying to get the

upper hand in the virtual
combat field. All that’s left is
a disappointing multiplayer
experience.
Infinity Ward even proudly stated that while Modern
Warfare 2 for the PC only
accounted 3% of its overall
sales, but that it is the most
successful PC version Call
of Duty series sold.
They’re pretty much
gloating over the failed boycott that a significant amount
of gamers tried to organize.
This is the part where I
get disgusted with PC gamers.
Sure, they made a splash
in the water when they started complaining about the removal of dedicated servers,
but they equally made a fool
of themselves subsequently
when many of them decided
to purchase the game.
Where does the “boycott” in the Modern Warfare
2 boycott movement come
into play when the game is
still purchased?
I have nothing against
people the gamers that
bought the game.
I do however, feel that
players that made a big rant
against Infinity Ward’s decision, joined the boycott and
then buy the game, spineless
wretches.
I’m aware that some
PC gamers do not mind the
disappearance of dedicated
servers. To those people,
more power to you.
But for the people that
have experienced multiplayer
shooter games in all its glory,
Modern Warfare 2 proves to
be a disappointment.
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HOUSING

HOUSING

3 AND 4 BR APTS.
Available Immediately. $225
per room close to campus
320-253-1154

3 BEDROOM APT.
Large with Balcony
Incl: heat, water, garbage
and... basic cable
Call: 320-654-8300

ROOMS FOR RENT
$225 per month. Close to
Campus. Locking BR door
320-253-1154
4 BDRM. LOFTS. DOWNTOWN
Renovated Units Dan/Nicole
251-1925
aaaaaaaS
KENT HOUSING CLOSE,
closer, and closest
320-252-5500 or
kenthousing.com
1 BRS AVAIL!
$485.00 Incl: h, w, g, bc
Comfy + Quiet
www.nomgmt.com/fv
320-654-8300
www.scsu4rent.com
OLYMPIC II 525 13TH STREET
3 or 4 Bedrooms beg at $245
10 or 12 mo. leases
651-361-0803
HOUSES. 3-11 BDRM. APTS
1,2,3, + 4 Bdrms. 1-6 Blocks
SCSU. Clean, Updated,
Heat/Parking Incl. Prof.
Managed. MPM is the Best.
mpmproperties.net 251-1925
3 BR. 1 BATH HOUSE
located near campus. 2
car garage, washer, dryer.
Fenced in back yard.
$945/month + utilities.
909-206-9650 Greg
NOW RENTING!!
2010-2011 School Year
4-6 Bedroom Houses 3 +
4 Bedroom Apartments
320-259-9673
www.ivyapartments.com
HOUSES HOUSES HOUSES.
6/1/10 3 Bdrm to 11 Bdrm.
36+ locations 1-6 Blocks
SCSU Heat/Parking Incl.
mpmproperties.net Going Fast.
www.stcloudrental.com
3-10 BED HOUSES
Walking distance to SCSU.
Avail June 1st, 2010.
320-229-1919
HOUSES! HOUSES!
HOUSES! HOUSES!
2010-2011 School Year
st.cloudrental.com
320-229-1919
TK MEYER PROPERTIES.
Efficiencies, 1, 3, + 4 bedroom
apartments, townhomes,
houses. tkmeyerproperties.com
320-259-9434
WE WILL BEGIN SHOWING
and Renting Apts. for the
2010-2011 school year
on 1/13/10. To schedule
showings, visit our website.
For locations and amenities,
Excel. Prop. Mgmt. 251-6005.
www.excelpropmgmt.com

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Have a room to rent,
employment position to fill, or
item to sell? Advertise here! Call
the Chronicle Office at 320-3083943 to place your ad today!
HOUSES. GREAT LOCATIONS.
1-6 Bdrms SCSU Heat/Prking
Incl. Updated, Clean, Prof.
Managed. Dan/Nicole 251-1925
mpmproperties.net
www.scsuhomesforrent.com
LARGE 2 BEDROOM
$540-$590 Includes:
heat, water, trash,
Basic Cable!
320-260-3448
CHEAPER THAN THE
dorms! $250/mo By Hockey
Center We find roomates!
320-260-3448
www.nomgmt.com/co
AVAILABLE NOW!!!
1, 2, 3 br Apts
$485-$743.00/mo
Incl: h, w, g, + bc
320-654-8300

HOUSING

SUBLEASERS. NOW 12/1 OR
1/1/10 Singles 1 Br., 2 Br. and 3
Br. Apts. 5-8 Bdrm Houses Dan
251-1925
AVAIL. NOW AND 1/1/10. 1
Bdrm Apt. $395. 2 Bdrm Apt.
$480 Heat/Parking Incl. 2511925
SUB LEASER NEEDED
Male/Female 245/month UVTS
Please Call 763 670 8631
NOW HIRING! LIVE-ON-SITE
resident caretakers for Campus
East. Located 10 blocks off
campus. See job description at
www.nomgmt.com/ct. 320-6548300.
ONE ROOM EFFICIENCIES
available January. Utilities, heat,
cable included. 259-9434
1 BR AVAIL NOW $255
Near Campus
320-224-9548
4, 5 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
for Rent. PRIME LOCATION!
Utilities paid for. New carpet,
New cabinets, huge kitchens,
and Family Rooms! 320-4921230

FEMALES PRIVATE ROOMS
in 4 Bedroom Apts., Heat
Paid, Close, Now and Jan. 1.
E.P.M. 251-6005

6,7 BEDROOM HOUSES FOR
Rent! EXCELLENT LOCATION!
Utilities Paid for. Huge
Bedrooms! 2 kitchens, 2 Family
Rooms. New ceramic tile, wood
floors, central air. Free laundry,
parking. 320-492-1230

NOW RENTING!!!
2010-2011 School
Year 3-10 Bed Houses.
1-4 Bed Apartments
320-229-1919

SINGLE ROOMS WITH PRIVATE
Bathrooms. A/C, utilities
included, kitchen facilities. Quiet
and close to Library. 706-6th
Ave. S. Call 252-9226

scsuapartments.com

NOW RENTING HOUSES FOR
Fall 2010. 4 Bdrm Apts also
Avail. 320-237-7570

HUGE 4 BEDROOM,
2 Bath apartment
available Dec/January.
259-9434
NOW RENTING!
Student Housing Available
Now + 2010-2011
School year Near SCSU
320-217-4115
STUDENT HOUSING “1011” School Year 6/1/10
Houses, Apts. Near SCSU
mpmproperties.net Dan 2511925
3 + 5 BEDROOM HOUSES
1/2 block from campus. Heat
included. 320-259-9434
FEMALES 9 BEDROOM
House, 2 blocks to Miller
Library, large bedrooms, 3
baths, d/w, laundry, parking.
Nice, clean. E.P.M. 251-6005
HOUSES/APTS/ROOMS
Now. 12/1 or 1/1 Dan Nicole
251-1925 Also, Housing Avail.
“2010-2011”

ATTENTION
!ALL NEW MATTRESS SETS!
Queens from $195, Fulls $165.
Close to Campus, to view call
320-224-6568
PETE’S PLACE
BEST Breakfast $2.00
Off Menu 12.31.09
320-259-6931
FOXY BOUTIQUE SAT. DEC.
5th. Join SCSU Alum from
10a-4p. 2105 RedFox Road St.
Cloud. Holiday Gifts for every
budget. reneknippel@yahoo.
com

DANCING
SWING DANCING
www.studiojeff.com
SALSA DANCING
www.studiojeff.com
BALLROOM DANCING
www.studiojeff.com
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Defense shuts down Marauders
Tyler Ohmann
Sports Editor

The stout SCSU men’s
basketball defense held the
University of Mary to 54
points in a victory Saturday
night in Sioux Falls.
The Marauders had been
averaging 82 points a game
so far this season.
“I think we did a very
good job. We kept their three
leading scorers all below
their average and did a good
job of making them take
tough shots,” SCSU head
coach Kevin Schlagel said.
“Defensively we think
that we’re pretty well where
we should be at the middle
of the season, but offensively
we’re struggling right now.”
Four Marauders were in
double figures, but their leading scorer Anthony Mood,
who averages 16.7 points,
was held to only 12 points.
The Huskies struggled to
score early, only scoring 14
points in the first 12 minutes
of play.
“They caused some
problems early; fortunately,
we were able to have a little
spark there before the half,”
Schlagel said.

File photo

Junior Taylor Witt.
That spark was a 23-13
run that gave the Huskies a
32-21 lead at the half. It continued in the second half, due
in large part to starting point
guard Taylor Witt.
Witt scored 20 secondhalf points, leading the Hus-

kies to the 66-54 victory.
He finished with 28 points
for the game, including five
shots from behind the arc.
Matt Schneck came out
with a double-double nabbing 20 rebounds and scoring 11 points.
Schlagel hopes that performances like this one can
continue throughout the rest
of the season.
“They are two guys
that have proven over the
course of time that they are
good players; they certainly
stepped up tonight,” Schlagel said. “Those are pretty
impressive numbers and on
top of that they played pretty
good floor games as well.”
Schlagel knows that
games like this are a learning
experience and a chance to
get better before the important games roll around.
“We’re just trying to get

File photo

Senior Matt Schneck.
better each night. We’re not
anywhere near where we
hope to be at the end of the
year, but it takes a few games
to get your rhythm and get a
qualm to what you’re doing
and that’s what were trying
to do now,” Schlagel said.

“W

e're not anywhere near where we hope to be at the end
of the year, but it takes a few games to get your rythym and get at
qualm to what you're doing..”
Kevin Schlagel

SCSU men’s basketball head coach

The Mary team did not
surprise the Huskies and
they were able to utilize the
scouting reports in defeating
the Marauders.
“They were the team that
we had seen in the scouting reports and stuff. They
played very hard they are
very good,” Schlagel said
about the Marauders.
Sophomore Brett Putz
scored 11 points for the Huskies as he got the start at
guard.
Junior forward Andrew
Bernstetter grabbed eight
rebounds and blocked three
shots.
Games like this allow
Schlagel to see what the Huskies need to be when crunch
time rolls around.
“That’s what we’re trying to establish. We’ve got to
develop some consistency;
we’re not anywhere where
we need to be right now,”
Schlagel said.
“They’ve earned their
roles through practice, now
we’ve got to see what gets
done in game time and get
consistent. Witt and Schneck had great nights tonight
and we will count on them
to have great nights every
night.”

Merritt soars for Huskies

Shun Jie Yong/staff photographer photographer

Tad Merrit is a perfect 7-0 on the season so far for the Huskies. Here he is at practice in Halenbeck.

Sophomore is
undefeated for
the Huskies
this season
Logan Marxhausen
asst. sports editor

While everybody will
be driving back to the
SCSU campus after a nice
long Thanksgiving break,
sophomore Tad Merritt will
be flying his plane back to
campus from Canby, Minn.
“I am an Aviation ma-

jor,” Merritt said. “I have
my pilot’s license and it is
pretty easy to fly when you
have your own plane.”
Merritt is on the SCSU
wrestling team and wrestles
at the 165-pound mark.
“I love wrestling,” Merritt said. “I will wrestle with
anybody. I love winning
and wrestling can be applied to life lessons if you
just take a look. Everything
gets easier once you have
to go through a wrestling
season.”
Merritt went to Canby
High School where he was
a two-time State Champion

and had a career mark of
176-32.
“I started wrestling in
third grade,” Merritt said.
“My dad was a college
wrestler. He pushed my
older brother, but he didn’t
[push] me as much. He let

me do my own thing really. My dad told me that
wrestling in college was
the most fun time of his life
and I can’t argue with him
there.”
After high school, Merritt was contacted by South

Dakota State University,
North Dakota State University, St. Cloud State University and Minnesota State
Mankato for an opportunity
to wrestle and go to their
educational institution.
“The main reason I
came to St. Cloud State is
the coach,” Merritt said.
“He sold the program to
me and it felt good to come
here. I have no regrets
choosing SCSU over the
other schools.”
For the past four seasons, Steve Costanzo has
been the head wrestling
coach for the Huskies. His
impressive resume has lead
to a 25-14 record at SCSU.
“Merritt is an absolute
pleasure to coach,” Costanzo said. “He is the perfect
student-athlete a coach can
ask for. We are very fortunate to have him and we
love having him around. We
expect big things from him
and he even expects bigger
things from himself.”
“Merritt is very relentless, aggressive, he always
on the attack from the neutral and top position. He
is generally the last guy to
leave the wrestling room.
He is disciplined and one
of the hardest workers. He
is a very exciting wrestler
to watch.”
Last season, Merritt
earned himself quite a few
accolades, going 38-6 on
the season. He placed third
at the Bison Open, first at
the Cobber Open and second at the Dragon Open.
He took first at the Husky
open winning the Outstanding Wrestler Award, first at
the Menlo Invite, third in
the Super Region III and
third at the NCAA Div. II
National Tournament.
Once the season was
over he was given the titles:
“NSIC Rookie Wrestler of
the Year,” “NSIC Wrestler
of the Week,” “Iron Man of
the Year,” “Dean Weisman
Wrestler of the Year” and
“Amateur Wrestling News
All-Rookie Team.”
“I just try to keep positive thoughts,” Merritt said.
“I train as hard as I can, but
I also try to stay calm and
relax before meets. Experience in wrestling has boosted my confidence.”
Merritt once again
placed first at the Cobber
Open this season.
“It feels pretty good to
wrestle some Div. I teams,”
Merritt said. “I think it
makes us all more confident
and readily prepared for the
upcoming season.”
Merritt’s and the Huskies’ next meet will be at
UW La Crosse Duals at 9
a.m. on Sat., Dec. 5.

“I

will wrestle anybody. I love wining and wrestling can be
applied to life lessons if you just take a look.”
Tad Merritt

SCSU sophomore wrestler

SCSU
women
sweep
Bears
Staff Report

St. Cloud State came out on
top over the Brown University
Bears Thanksgiving weekend
in a non-conference series in
Providence, Rhode Island.
The sweep over the Bears
improves the Huskies’ overall
record to 7-9-0.

Friday

The Huskies defeated
Brown University 5-4 Friday
afternoon after each team had
33 shots on goal.
Senior Caitlin Hogan
scored the first and only goal
of the first period at 5:11 when
she scored a power play goal
off a play from Seniors Felicia
Nelson and Meaghan Pezon.
The goal was Hogan’s
hundredth point of her collegiate career, becoming just the
second player in school history
to amass 100 career points as a
Husky. The only other Husky
to have surpassed the 100-point
mark is Roxy Stang (2000-04)
who is the school’s top scorer
with 119 career points by way
of 71 goals and 48 assists.
Senior Captain, Felicia
Nelson would notch the second
goal of the night at 14:26 in
the second period after a high
sticking penalty was called on
Brown’s Katelyn Landry.
This brought the score to
2-0 in favor of St. Cloud. Assisting on the play were Caitlin
Hogan and Tayler VanDenakker.
However, after a too many
players on the Ice penalty
against St. Cloud, Brown’s
Samantha Stortini scored the
first Bear goal of the night at
18:02.
Erica Kromm came back
for another Brown goal at
19:10 in the second period,
tying the score at two a piece
at the start of the second intermission.
Meaghan Pezon opened up
the third period with a four on
four goal at 0:43 from Danielle
Hirsch.
Alexandra Nelson scored
the fourth goal for the Huskies
at 6:43. Assisting on the play
were Meaghan Pezon and Lisa
Martinson.
The Bear’s Kelly Griffin
scored the third Brown goal at
13:49 in the third period.
Sasha Van Muyen fired
one past St. Cloud’s defense a
minute later at 14:55 to tie the
game at four a piece.
However, Felicia Nelson
would score her second goal
of the game at 17:55, clinching the win for St. Cloud. Danielle Hirsch and Caitlin Hogan
earned assists on the gamewinning play.
Caitlin Hogan earned three
points (one goal, three assists)
in the game, as did Felicia
Nelson (two goals, one assist).
Meaghan Pezon (one goal, one
assist) and Danielle Hirsch
(two asssists) both contributed
2 points for the Huskies.

Saturday

The Huskies completed the
sweep over the Bears Saturday
morning with a 3-2 win.
Erin Connors put the first
point on the goal for the Bears
at 4:44 in the first period.
However, Holly Roberts
would come back for the first
Husky point on a four-on-three
power play. Meaghan Pezon
and Danielle Hirsch assisted
on the play.
The first period ended with
the game tied at one.
The second period did not
see any goal-scoring plays, despite Brown outshooting the
Huskies twelve to four.
Caitlin Hogan scored her
fifth career shorthanded goal
at 6:23 in the third period on a
pass from Holly Roberts.
Felicia Nelson scored the
game winning goal on a power
play at 9:36 in the third period.
Meaghan Pezon earned the
only assist for the play.
However, Jenna Dancewicz would rally back for the
Bears and score the second
Brown goal of the evening.
With about a minute left
in the game, the Bears went on
a power play, and pulled their
goalie to make for an exciting
5 on 3 last play. However, the
Huskies stellar defense and
solid net-minder, Ashley Nixon, were able to hold the Bears
off for the win.
The Huskies return to the
ice to take on WCHA rivals,
the Minnesota-State Mavericks
Dec. 4-5 in a home-and-home
series. Friday’s game will be at
7:07 pm at MSU’s All Season’s
Arena. Saturday’s contest will
be at 7:07 p.m. in St. Cloud at
the National Hockey Center.
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Scoreboard

Continued from Page 16
The main difference in the
game was the Huskies made the
Marauders turn the ball over 23
times whereas the Huskies only
had nine turnovers.
“Our main focus is defense,” Fish said. “Defense creates offense and the points will
come. We talked in this past
week about taking care of the
ball and capitalize on turnovers
and turn them into points.
“We also spoke about play-

NFC Season
Standings
(Sun at 5 p.m.)
North
W-L

ing from behind. We need to
get ahead and play with the
lead. We sometimes find ourselves playing from behind and
just not making the final cut.”
The Huskies finished the
tournament Sunday night
against Augustana College. The
women’s basketball team will
then host two home games next
week taking on Winona State
on Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. and Upper
Iowa on Dec. 5 at 4 p.m.

Minnesota
Green Bay
Chicago
Detroit
East

Dallas
Philadelphia
NY Giants
Washington

Arizona
San Francisco
Seattle
St. Louis

efense creates offense and the
points will come.”
Lori Fish

Swim

Continued from Page 16

Continued from Page 16

Pioneers 3 - 2. Ryan Lasch
once again scored the first goal
of the game at 4:32 in the first
period. Assisting on the play
were David Eddy and Garrett
Raboin.
Tony Mosey added a second Husky goal at 10:22 in the
first period from Ryan Lasch
and David Eddy.
The first period ended with
St. Cloud leading over Denver
2-0, outshooting them ten to
seven.
The second period was
held scoreless. Shots on goal
were tied at ten apiece.
Tyler Ruegsegger notched
the first Pioneer goal of the
game 11:15 in the third period.
However, St. Cloud’s Tony
Mosey scored the game winning goal 40 seconds later at
11:55. Travis Novak and Garrett Roe assisted on the play.
St. Cloud State would
eventually pull off the win,
improving the Huskies WCHA
record to 5-4-1 (6-6-2 overall).
The Huskies return to the
ice in Anchorage, Alaska December 4-5 to take on the Sea
wolves. The Sea wolves are
currently 4-8-0 in the WCHA.

“You have to know
when to push and when to
pull back and let them rest a
little bit more,” Hegle said.
“We still have four months
of the season left so it’s a
real balancing act to find the
right point where we want to
crank things up on her.”
Hegle likes the example
she is setting for the freshmen and sophomore swimmers on the team.
“She works very hard
in the water and she is very
serious about competing and
she is an excellent competitor in meets,” Hegle said. “I
think the freshmen see that
and it helps them understand
about how to race and how
to win.”
Blaydes thinks that her
experiences last season will
help the young talent in the
pool for the Huskies.
“With being at conference and Nationals you give
like experience to the freshmen on the team potentially
going to nationals what to
expect,” Blaydes said.

7-3
4-6
3-7
1-9

South
New Orleans
Atlanta
Carolina
Tampa Bay

SCSU women’s basketball head coach

Split

8-3
6-4
6-5
3-7

West

“D

					

9-1
7-4
4-6
2-9

10-0
5-5
4-6
1-9

AFC Season
Standings
(Sun at 5 p.m.)
North
W-L
Cincinnati
Pittsburgh
Baltimore
Cleveland

7-3
6-4
5-5
1-9

East
New England
Miami
NY Jets
Buffalo

7-3
5-5
4-6
3-7

West

Shun Jie Yong/staff photographer

SCSU senior Blaydes stretches before practice Wednesday. The Huskies were
off this week, but return to action Dec. 4-5.

She passes on the advice
that her coach at Elk River
taught her not that long ago.
“If you are having a bad
meet, forget about it because
you have so many more
meets in your career being
with St. Cloud,” Blaydes
said.
The Huskies were off this
week for some much needed
rest, but they swim again on
Dec. 4-5 at the University
of Minnesota, taking part in
the Falcon Invitational. The
meet is being hosted by Wisconsin-River Falls, but is being held in Minneapolis.

Alisha Blaydes’ SCSU career
At a glance:
Freshmen year: Took ninth at the NCC meet
in the 100 Free
Sophomore year: Made National meet in two
relay teams. Won 12 events during the season.
Junior year:Set seven school records. Took
first in 100 free at NSIC Championships

San Diego
Denver
Kansas City
Oakland

7-3
7-4
3-7
3-8

South
Indianapolis
Jacksonville
Houston
Tennessee

10-0
6-4
5-5
4-6

Football during the
week...
Monday- New England (73) at New Orleans (10-0)-7:30 start on ESPN.
Thursday- NY Jets (4-6)
at Buffalo (3-7)--7:20 a.m.
start on NFL Network.
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Calendar
Men’s Hockey
WCHA Schedule

Games Friday
St. Cloud State at Alaska Anchorage
Michigan Tech at Wisconsin
North Dakota at Minnesota Duluth
Minnesota State at Minnesota
Denver at Colorado College
Games Saturday
St. Cloud State at Alaska Anchorage
Colorado College at Denver
Michigan Tech at Wisconsin
North Dakota at Minnesota Duluth
Minnesota at Minnesota State

Women’s Hockey
WCHA Schedule

Games Friday
Minnesota Duluth at Wisconsin
St. Cloud State at Minnesota State
Minnesota at Harvard

Games Saturday
Minnesota State at St. Cloud State
Bemidji State at North Dakota
Minnesota at Harvard

Games Sunday
Minnesota Duluth at Wisconsin
North Dakota at Bemidji State

Men’s Basketball
NSIC Schedule

Games Tuesday
Wayne State at Nebraska-Kearney
Bethany Lutheran at Minnesota State
Games Friday
Mary at Augustana
Winona State at St. Cloud State
MSU Moorhead at Bemidji State
Northern State at Wayne State
Minnesota Crookston at Minnesota
Duluth
Upper Iowa vs. Concordia St. Paul
(at UW River Falls)
Games Saturday
Winona State at Concordia St. Paul
Southwest Minnesota State at Minnesota
State
Upper Iowa at St. Cloud State
Mary at Wayne State
Northern State at Augustana
Minnesota Crookston at Bemidji State
MSU Moorhead at Minnesota Duluth
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MVP should have been unanimous
When Joe
Mauer’s first
swing of the
2009 season
launched
a
home run into
the left field
Josh
seats of the
Johnson
Metrodome,
fans
could
easily get the sense that this
year was going to be a special year for Minnesota’s favorite baseball star.
Despite missing a month
due to a back injury, Mauer
went on to put together one
of the most impressive seasons by any catcher in baseball history.
In fact, both his batting
average and on-base plus
slugging percentage was the
highest for any catcher since
1901.
With three batting titles
under his belt before his
twenty-sixth birthday, Mau-

er has the early makings
of what could be a Hall of
Fame career.
In 2010, Mauer will enter the season with both his
career batting average (.327)
and on-base percentage
(.408) in the top five among
active players. But Mauer’s
batting statistics aren’t the
only things drawing interest
to the Minnesota native.
Within the next year, he
is also likely going to be
signing a new contract that
should garner its fair share
of attention.
Mike Piazza currently
holds the largest contract
ever given to a catcher. He’s
also often labeled the best
hitting catcher in baseball
history.
But the seven-year $91
million deal that he signed
with the New York Mets
over ten years ago could be
a fraction of what Mauer’s

next contract could pay.
On top of Mauer breaking Piazza’s contract record,
there’s a strong possibility
that he could take Piazza’s
claim as the best hitting
catcher in baseball history.
Mauer is a rare breed for
catchers. He not only excels
at the plate, but also behind
the plate. Despite allowing a
career high nine passed balls
and throwing out a career
low 26% of potential base
runners, Mauer won his second consecutive Gold Glove
award.
Everything at the moment seems to be going
right for Mauer. He’s the
best catcher in the game and
could arguably be the best
player. Period.
And yet when the Baseball Writers Association of
America (BBWAA) rewarded Mauer with the Most
Valuable Player award last

Monday, it was hard to not
feel a little sorry for the guy.
Mauer received 27 of 28
first-place votes to win the
award, but someone denied
Mauer of something. As
meaningless as it may seem
to most, Mauer not winning
the vote unanimously is an
atrocity to baseball.
Of course, winning the
award is all that matters, but
Mauer deserved another superlative of winning the vote
unanimously.
Instead, Keizo Konishi
of the Kyodo News in Seattle voted for Tigers slugger Miguel Cabrera, making
Mauer’s MVP nomination
seem less deserving than
what it actually was.
I do respect the opinion of the members of the
BBWAA to vote their own
way. Everyone views statistics differently and everyone
judges the game of baseball

differently.
But it’s hard to come up
with any logic behind Konishi’s decision to vote for Cabrera ahead of Mauer.
His statistics don’t match
up with Mauer’s or even
Mark Teixeira’s, a first baseman for the World Champion New York Yankees, but
an argument over intangibles
is even worse.
Cabrera became a late
season distraction by being
involved in an altercation
with his wife after a night of
drinking. For some reason
this still made Cabrera appealing to at least one person
as the right choice for MVP.
No catcher up to this
point in baseball history has
ever won the MVP award
unanimously, but as Mauer
continues to prove to the
baseball world, he’s not like
any other catcher.

SCSU students: wake up and
show that husky pride every time
At the last
men’s hockey
home games
versus Wisconsin, I saw
far too many
people wearKatharine
ing the wrong
Blum
shade of red
in our student
section.
It seemed like there
was at least one person for
every twenty to thirty people sporting a Wisconsin
sweater. This bothers me,
a lot.
It is not that there were
people cheering for Wisconsin that upset me, because I honestly have no
problem with Wisconsin.
I have not lived in,
or around this state long
enough to have any prejudices against the Badgers
except that they are my
school’s hockey rivals.

My problem is that the
majority of those people
cheering for the Cardinal and white were people
who should technically be
cheering for the Cardinal
and black.
Back home, I live about
twenty miles away from
Kansas University, and will
forever be a Jayhawk at
heart, even though I am a
Husky.
I cannot help it; they
are my hometown team. I
can understand why some
feel the need to show their
“hometown pride” for a
school they grew up near.
But the fact is, if for
some unforeseen reason,
Kansas and St. Cloud State
opposed each other in a
sporting match, I could
never cheer for the Jayhawks. Regardless of the
past, they are not my team
anymore; the Huskies are.

That brings me back to
my original point; Badger
fans who are enrolled at
SCSU.
I do not care how much
you love the Badgers, or
how proud you are of their
hockey team. While you
are a student at St. Cloud
State, you need to act like
one, and back our sports
team. I am honestly surprised most of you did not
get beaten up, or at the very
least, some form of food or
drink thrown at you.
Maybe that proves another point about St. Cloud;
no one cares enough to get
angry if one of their peers
is supporting the opposing
rival. It is just pitiful.
I am going to reference
Kansas again to prove my
point. In Kansas, if a student has the audacity to
sport the opposing school’s
logo, regardless of where

they are from, they will not
be welcomed lightly.
However, if a student
were to sport a Big 12 rival’s logo, chances are,
they would not make it out
alive.
There is such an intense
rivalry between the different universities surrounding
my hometown that many
people consider it a sin to
wear a Missouri, Oklahoma, or Nebraska logo (just
to name a few).
Coming into St. Cloud,
I figured the same intense
rivalries would exist, too;
maybe not necessarily with
the Division II sports, but
for sure with hockey. I was
greatly disappointed to find
out otherwise.
It would appear that
most students could care
less. There is no evidence
of a strong sense of school
pride anywhere in this city.

I am not asking for everyone to walk around with
their faces painted, but it
would be ideal to see more
people sporting the cardinal
and black around campus.
So, to my fellow Husky
students: wake up and support our teams. Stop living in the past, and realize
that the amount of skill
level possessed by each of
our student athletes is immense. They deserve our
unwavering support.
Who cares if you lived
in Wisconsin once upon a
time, and cheered for the
Badgers once upon a time?
That time is over; you are
enrolled at St. Cloud State
University, and therefore
are a Husky by default.
You may have been a
Badger once, but now you
are just a want to be. Why
don’t you want to be a Husky?

16

PAGE

Sports
University Chronicle

Monday
Nov. 30, 2009

Friestleben lights out on road
Sophomore
leads Huskies
with career
high points

Logan Marxhausen
Asst. Sports Editor

The SCSU women’s
basketball team bounced
back last weekend after
Grand View College took
away their perfect record
the previous weekend.
The Huskies (3-1) traveled to Sioux Falls, S.D. to
take part in the NSIC Holiday Hoopsfest.
In the first game of the
tournament the Huskies
fought against the University of Mary (1-2) at the Elmen Center on the Augustana College campus.
Sophomore guard Becca

Friestleben scored a career
high 28 points against the
Marauders.
“Becca [Friestleben] is
a scorer,” said head coach
Lori Fish. “She has the range
for the deep ball and when
she is confident enough, she
can hit any shot.
“Although the statistics
said she hit a lot of three’s
and free throws, she really
came out defensively for
us. I think that her offensive
scoring gave her more confidence on the floor to produce good defense.”
The Huskies started
the game down 10-5 at the
16:40 mark. With SCSU
picking up the pace of the
game, the Huskies went on
a 10-2 run that began with
a Friestleben three pointer
and ended the run with a
three by first year Amanda
Wagner to put the Huskies
ahead 15-12 at 15:03.
The lead was stretched
even farther to seven points

SCSU 78 Mary 69
SCSU
Points off turnovers
24
Turnovers
9
Steals
2
3-point percentage
53.8
Free throw percentage 77.8
when Friestleben hit another three at the 11:29 mark.
With a little over seven
minutes left in the half,
back-to-back layups gave
the Marauders the lead 2924.
The Huskies worked
hard to close the gap and
eventually did 32-32 with
51 seconds left. One free
throw by first year post
Lauren Carew and five
points from Friestleben in
the final 51 seconds gave
the Huskies the lead going
into halftime 38-34.

Mary
9
23
15
28.6
52.9

The Huskies finished
the first half with shooting
40 percent from the field
and 9-15 (60 percent) from
the free throw line.
The Huskies shot better in the second half going
13-25 (52 percent) from the
field with 12-12 from the
free throw line.
In the second half, the
Huskies took a six-point
lead four separate times in
the first four minutes of the
half.
The game went back and
forth continuously when at

one point, the Huskies were
leading 51-44 on a Friestleben three at the 15:41 mark,
but later was depleted when
the Marauders reached
within on point 53-52.
The Huskies stuck it out
and pushed the lead to ten
points 70-60 on a Carew
layup with five minutes to
go in the game.
The University of Mary
fought to cut the lead in
half to make it 74-69 with
only 35 seconds left on the
clock. On an already spectacular display of shooting
by Friestleben, the last 35
seconds of the game consisted of four for four from
the line to secure the win.
At the end of the match
the Huskies shot 45.5 percent from the field. The
completed seven of 13 from
beyond the three point line
and finished the game with
21-27 free throw shooting. Friestleben finished
the game 28 points, six re-

Experience sharpens Blaydes
Tyler Ohmann
sports Editor

After qualifying for Nationals last season, senior
Alisha Blaydes brings the
necessary experience to help
out younger teammates on
the SCSU swim team.
However, her experience
as a young swimmer began
at Elk River High School.
“I swam just to swim
type of thing. Once I realize
that I could go a step further
with swimming I became
more dedicated,” Blaydes
said about her high school
experience.
“I’d say in my sophomore
or junior year of swimming,
and just having a great coach
there and realizing I do have
a good potential, I decided
that college swimming was
the road to go down.”
SCSU coach Jeff Hegle
is glad she made that decision.
“She’s an excellent competitor and racer, so she’s
very reliable when it comes
to results in a race,” Hegle
said. “She doesn’t like to
lose, that’s one of the biggest things. She is probably
one of the most competitive
young women I’ve ever had
swim for me.”
This season she has not
let up, getting first place
points for the SCSU team in
every meet they have competed in so far this season,
including three victories in
their first win of the year.
“It has its ups and downs,
but for the most part it’s
mostly ups, I mean I’m expecting a lot out of myself
this year from my last year, I
learned to just go all out and
don’t hold anything back,”
Blaydes said.
However, when she does
lose, she remembers some
advice that she got back in
Elk River. In her tenth grade
season she had just come off
a bad race, frustrated and unhappy with herself. She recalls what her coach told her
that day.
“It’s just one race, you
have so many races to go
in your entire career, just
let it go, come back to your
next race and do amazing,”
Blaydes recollected. “That’s
exactly what I did. I just
learned that one race doesn’t
make or break your swimming career.”
Despite having done
well so far into the season,
Blaydes and Hegle both
know that the season is far
from over. The National meet
is over four months away in
March. Blaydes expects to
be there.
“I have higher expectations for myself as far as
how well last year went,
so my goals are definitely
higher this year,” Blaydes
said. “I’m pushing myself to
achieve those.”
Last season Blaydes finished ninth at Nationals in
the 100-meter freestyle, just
one place away from being
an All-American. She did

bounds and three assists.
The leading scorer for
the Huskies was held scoreless in the first half. Junior
guard Talisha Barlow scored
10 points in the second half
and dished out six assists
and five rebounds. Wagner
finished the game with 12
points. All ten players on
the Huskies finished the
game scoring some points.
“Because other teams
are looking to shut down
Talisha,” Fish said. “They
are not looking to close out
other players. Talisha did a
great job at finding the open
person and keep other players involved in the game.
“Our focus is more on
defense. We don’t look to
have everybody score every
night. We focus on defense
because we can win with
defense.”
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Men’s
hockey
split
Denver

The Huskies split the
away series against the Denver University Pioneers this
Thanksgiving weekend. The
Pioneers defeated St. Cloud
State Friday night 5-3. However, the Huskies would
rebound Saturday night to
overcome
second-ranked
Pioneers 3-2.

Friday

Shun Jie yong/ Staff Photographer

Senior captain Alisha Blaydes partcipated in five events in last years National event. This season she is
using that experience to help younger swimmers and push herself to do better.

however nab two All-American accolades as a part of the
fourth-place 200 free relay
and the fifth-place 200 medley relay.

She attributes the success
to her coaches.
“If it wasn’t for the good
coaches and having their
discipline and their advice

I really don’t think I could
have made it through college
swimming,” Blaydes said.
Blaydes also set three
individual records and took

“I

f it wasn't for the good coaches and having their discipline
and their advice I really don't think I could have made it through
college swimming.”
Alisha Blaydes

SCSU senior swim captain

part in four school relay records. She was the 100 meter
free champion at the NSIC
Championships last spring.
Hegle explained that
there is a fine line between
when to push swimmers like
Blaydes and when to back
off and let them work things
out on their own.
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Ryan Lasch opened the
game with the first Husky
goal of the series at 4:34 in
the first period. Sam Zabkowicz and David Eddy assisted on the play.
Less than two minutes
later, Pioneer freshman,
Chris Knowlton responded
back with a goal against
Husky goaltender, Mike Lee
at 6:08 in the first period.
After a few missed
chances on the power play
for both Denver and St.
Cloud, Rhett Rakhshani was
able to get another shot past
Lee at 14:46 in the first for
the Pioneers.
The first intermission
started with the score two to
one in favor of the Pioneers,
with shots on goal tied at
six.
Jesse Martin scored the
first goal of the second period at 6:22 from a play off
of Tyler Ruegsegger and Anthony Maiani.
Martin would return to
score his second of the game
and the game-winning goal
at 9:08 in the second period,
making the score 4-1.
With two minutes and
thirty seconds left in the second period, Ben Hanowski
came back with the second
Husky goal of the night from
Nick Oslund and Drew LeBlanc.
Travis Novak followed
Hanowsi’s goal with one of
his own a minute and four
seconds later making the
score 4-3, Denver. Jared Festler and Jordy Christian assisted on the play.
The second period ended
with St. Cloud State outshooting Denver University
12-9, despite being down
4-3.
However, the Huskies
would not be able to rebound
back for the win the third period.
Matt Donovan added an
insurance goal to the Pioneer’s total at 13:03 in the
third period. This led to a 5-3
win for the Pioneers.

Saturday

The Huskies rallied back
for the win, and the series
split with Denver Saturday evening, defeating the

•See Split / Page 14

